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to two Books ; the one, intituled, jw 


T welre conjiderable ſeriou Rueſtions , touching wy 
CHURCH-GOVERNMENT: > A 
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The other, INDEPENDENCYT > 
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examined, unmasked, refuted, &c. 


Both lately + ———s by W1LLIAM PRINNE, 
Lincornes-Inne, Eſquire. 


By Hsnk&kr BukTo N, 2 Brother of his, 
and late Companion in Tribulation, 
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' > Mar: 20. 345 35, 36 . 
Think not that 1 am come to ſend peace on earth ; 1 came not to ſend peace , but Y 


« ſword, For ] am come to ſet a man at variance 424inftl bu father, and the 4: 
daughter againſt her mother, and the danghter in law againſt her mother in 
law : And a mans foes ſhall be they of his owne houſhold. ; 

If any man will come after me, let bim deny himſelfe, and take up bis cro ſſe date A 

ly, and follow me. Luk.g. 23. © 
The ſecond Edition- Entred and I printed according ro Order. _ : 
LONDON; 
Printed for Henry Overton, in Popes- -vaag _ Inga I 64; 
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;Y dcare Brother, and late compa- 
| 102 in tribulation , you propound 
& if! your twelve Wueſitons to all ſober 
ky) 422 4ALY 8 minded Chriſtians , cordtally affeTing 
— W 4 /pcedy ſetled Reformation , and bro- 
therly Chriſlan union m all the Churches, (2s you 
write in Fronc) and my felfe being one of theſe, 
( and no other you ſhall find me ) dce with the 
right hand take your Propoſitions as made to me 
among the reſt; craving your leave to returne 
you a brotherly Anfwer. And brotherly in no- 
thing more,then by a candid and Chriſtian deal- 
ing with you all along, and that alfo in a matter 
of ſuch high moment, as concernes the k;ngaome 
and glory of Jeſus Chriſt. The zeale whercof is 
that alone, which pors me upon this task; it be- 
ing otherwiſe far beyond my thoughts, that you 
and I, having been fellow-lufferers , and /petZa- 
cles ta the world , upon that tragicall ſtage of An- 
tichriſtian tyranny, ſhould eyer come upon the 
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Theatre as Antagoniſts , one againſt the other, 
about the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt, But ſurely 
asan Antagoniſt againſt you I come not, but in 
the bowells of a brother. And haJnot the Book 
had your name in the Front , my ftomack had 
not ſtooped fo low, as to take it up or downe- 
But becauſe moſt men are apt to take all upon 
truſt, where they fad M*: Prinnes name enga- 
ed : andthe Cauſe ws ſo precious, as it hath 
. E right taken up my whole heart,to becomean 
bp Advocate to plead the excellency of it : I could 
not, though S meaneſt of all, but for the love 
of Chriſt conſtraining me, and by his grace aſ- 
ſiting, undertake this taske. Otherwiſe unwil- 
ling un hoc ulcere eſſe ungais, as the Roman Ora- 
tor ſaid in another caſe, And this Anſwer was 
brought to the birth ſoone after yours ; but ir 
wanted a Midwite, whereof you have plenty. 
And Ihave had many interruptions. Noraml fo 
quick of foot, as you. But 1 may fay, as Ierome 
once to young Luguſtin ; Bos laſſus fortivs figu pe- 
dem. And ſo in the ſpirit of love I come to your 
Booke. 
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OF CHURCHES, 
COMMONLY CALLED 
INDEPENDENT, 


On are for a ſpeedy accompliſhment of a Reforma- Pag. 2. 
Mr, tion, And ſoamT, and | our late C = ta- =_ 
(Z Py ken, binds every man to begin with himſzlfe, 
LOR ' and thoſe under him, and each to prevent other 
in the worke. But yet this is ſooner ſaid then 


a corrupt, prophane, polluted Land, not yet waſhed from her 
old ſuperititions, not yer wained from the Zgyptian fleſhpors, 
not yet wrought off from the ſpirit of bondage, become all on a 
ſuddena Reformed Nation ? Bur yer Optandum eſt Wt frat, C0 47m 
dum eſt ut fiat, (touſe Auguſtine words of the Converſion of the 
Fewes ) It were to be wiſhed, and ſhould be ind: wonred, But as Rome 
was not built inoze day, tor the myſtery of iniquitie perfected in 
one day : {0 neither can Rome be fo e-fily pulled downe in one 
day: nor cat) Eg/and become a Mount Sim in one day); firſt the 
old rubbiſh will require ſome time” to be removed nut of-your 
Churth-walls, bur how much longer time ont of mens hearts, 
where they have been ſo long, fo faſt incorporated ? And you 
know, that the materialls of that typicall Temple, the timber, the 
one, were al! hewed firſt,and ſquared, before th:y'came to make 
up the building, Therefore ſofr and faire, The Peopie are gFnc- 
rally ignoranc of a right Refqrmation. A right Reforniation is 
a ſerting up of Chriſts ſpiritual! kingdome, firſt over the hearrs 
and conſciences, agd then overthe teverall Charches. For hs 
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done. For * ful a Nation be borne at once ? Shall * Eſa. 66. 8. 
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the * Carpenters and Maſons muſt be ſet awork, godly ardabl< 
Miniſters muſt be (tought out, and ſought for ofthe Lord, to fic 
the crooked timber, and rugged ſtones, for the Spirituall Temple, 
For England is generally 1gnorant of the myſterie of Chriſts 
Kingdome; the Prel:tes uſurped all, ſuppreſſed altogether this 
Spirituall kingdom ; no Miniſters durſt ſo much as muttera word 
ot it. Whodurlt (ay, that mens Conſciencesare ſubje& ro none, 
bur Chri(t ? Thac Chriſt js the only -Law-giverof his Church ? 
That the Churches of Chriſt oagzhr not co be burthened with 
any humane ondinavces in Gods Worſhip? Thatall humane tices 
and ceremonies invented by men, and impoſed un men in Godg 
ſervice, are all a * will-woi ſhip, condemned by the Apoſtle > 
And the like. And yet wee deny not that every member in a 
Church is tobe {ubjett ro the Officers thereof, holding out the 
Word, for conſcience fake, Hebr, 13,17. Now if the People 
havenor heard of Chriſt chusa King, no, nor to this day in. moſt 
Congregations of England do heare, or underſtand any thing 
of Chriſts kingly Ottice over Conſcicaces and Churches, as 
whereuponaright reformation doch principally depend ; how 
can ſuch a Reformation be ſpeedily tet up,whenthe preaching - 
up of Chrifts Kingdome is altogether ſilent, as if Miniſters 
mouths werenot yet freed fromcheir old muzzle ? Therefore, 
I eonceive, if the betrer heed be nor taken, there may be more 
h:ſte to a Reformation,then good ſpeed: when among ſo wapy Con- 
gregations, ſo many thouſands in England, very few would be 
found to have on the Wedding garment. A Reformation there- 
fore, ſuch as God requires, will necefſanily require longer time 
yer, that we = not go blind-fold aboutit, 
+ Youtell us, that :zportuzityof ſowe reverend friends bath drawn 
from you your digefled ſubitane appreherſcous of theſe diſtra&ing 
Controverſies, Who thoſe reverend friends are, ic matters got, 
But had I been accounted worthy to be reckoned among thoſe 
reverend friends, to baye been acquainted with ſuch a pur« 
poſe, .I ſhould have uſcd all imporexminy; ſeaſoned with firong 
reaſons, to have difiwaded you from thoſe ſubirane apprebenfions. 
And ſeeing I come to know them, though ſomewhat oo late, 
in that they cannor be recalled; admit your (elf were Ariſtotle, 


and your triend Plato, yet I will ay dmicug Ariftetler; dion 4 
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with you, ocherwifeT ſhould neither love you, rior , 
nor yer the rruth ir felfe, To be plaine therefore; though I khow 
you to bea very Helno kbroram, of vaſt & indefatigabie reading, 
and ro have a ſt»mack proportionable, of a ſtrong digeſtion : 
yet give me leave to rel] you, as my loving and beloved friend 
and brother, thar the fubj<&t you here deale with, is not of 1o 
eafic a digeſtion , as that ſubirave, or ſadden apprebenſions thereof 
may be w-lI ſaid to be dige37-4. Strang meats, you koow, taken 
dow liberally incrhe ſtomack, doz require the longer time 
for a kindly digeſtion, And a ſudden digeſtion is apt to leave ma- 
ny indigefted crudi.ies , ingendring malignant humours in the 


You igeſt your apprchenſions into conſiderable Yueſtions, ( as 
. you call them) to be ſolemnly d:bated by fober mind: : but paſſing 
along (brother) I find yaur Y#eſtions turned into your owne 
reſolu 1ons, ſo as in ſtead of debating them by ſober minded men, 
you forcſtall them, and tell us, rhat theſe Independents, ( as you 
P ſtyle rhem ) are guilty of Arrogancy, Scviſme, Contumacy, and lia- 
Ble to ſuch penzltzer , as are due to theſe offences, in caſe they ſhall not 
ſubmi! to ſuch 2 publick, Chr ch-Government, Rites, Diſcipline, asa 
Synod and Parlament Pl! conceive moſt conſonant to Gods Word, 
&c, And all along, your Queries are fo diceffed by you, as that 
they caſt up a yer ilf feor, if not rather a judiciall Cntcnce a» 
gaioſt choſe Churches , which not bonors cauſs you nane Tnde- 
pendents, Bar we (hall anſwer to the partic:.lars , ay they come 
in order. Thus much af your Proeme, or Preface, 


To your firft Dneſftion, 


Before Ipunfually anſwer this, and fo the reſtof your Que- 

4 ſions, ler me premiſe this, asan Zawa,; which T mult demand 
of you a+ due to my Profeſſion ; that foraſmu. h as youarex'lear» 
a Lawyer,and able ro. ſpeake mucu of Lawes, and Cuſtomes 
of Nati-ns, and Churches, and myſclfſe ama profeſſor of Divie 
nitic, the Rules and Principl-s whereof , are all'of theay, 1a1d 
- dvwneintheScripture, unto which alone all Queſtions abou 
- Faith and Religion are fo reducibk, and finally derermina- 


- Plato, ſed megh amyes veritar, 'And therefors 1 maſt bs plathe 


ble, 
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fem principia 
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ble, «s who ſo denieth this ; Jenieth- the faith, and is not to be 
difpmted with as a denger of Principles : therefore I require of you, 
as a Chriſtian brother, tojoyneifſlue with me in this point, that 
all your Queſtions may be reſolved by cleare Scriptures, and rea- 
ſon, evidently deduced from them ; and this with all brevitie 
and perſpicuitie. 

Now to your firſt queſtion, the ſumme whereof is, Whether 
every ſeverall Nation, Repnblick, and National Church, hath net 
wander the Gojpell a* liberty and Lititnde left them to chuſe and ſettle 

ſuch an orderly forme of Church-government, Diſcipline, and Eccle- 
ſriſticall Rites, as is moſt ſmteable to their particular Civill govern= 
ment, lawes, manners, cuſiomes, beir:g not reps:gnant to rhe word of 
God, This being ( a I conceive ) a generally reccrved truth among aff 
Proteſtant Churches, And wlcther ſome things in aff Church= 
governments, Diſcipline, Ceremonie: what ſocver, are not, and muſt 
not be kft to bumane prudence, for which there # n0 dirett precept nor 
pattern in ſacred writ ? Which truth # aſſented to by all parties, 
Churches , whatſcever, in theory or praGice, This is the ſubſtance of 
your firſt 9 #eſtion, 

To which I anſwer : And firſt to your quotation of the Hare 
mony, I will anſwer one for all. Se. 16. Auguſt. Confeſſio 4. 
Traditiones deferiis, &c, We condemne not Traditions of Hoh- 
dayes, of the Lords day, of the Nativity, of Eaſter, and thereſt, for 4 
politick end, Here, you ſee, they put the obſervation of the Lords 
day, among humane Traditions, which Iſuppole you doe not a 
prove. Again, they allow onely ſuch obſervations, as God 
the Moral Law, and the woyce of Nature it ſelfe commandeth, And 
thirdly, That humane rites be not smpoſed, Ne conicientiz oneren- 
tur, That mens conſciences bee not burthened, Andina word: To 
ſhape Religionin point of {burch-government; Diſcipline, Cere- 
monies, to every Nation, Republick , National Church, and to Civil 
Government, Lawes, Manners, Cuſtomes, and ſo to humane Pru- 
dence, (as you ſay) what is it but ro ſhapes coat for the Moone ? 
Whereas the Scripture holds forth unto us, bur onely one forme 
of Church-government, and Diſcipline, which ought not to be al- 
rered according to the diverſitic of. h»ymane L-.wer and Cuſtomes 
in al Kingdomes and Common-weales,as you affirme, And where» : 


as you make a proviſo, Alwayes provided, every thing bee conſonant, - 
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and no way repugnant to the word of God :To what ptirpole is this, 
whenthe very liberty you give of altering Church-government 4 
and Diſcipline as may be ſutable to bumane Laws andCuſt mes, ivit My > 
{elf repugnant, and no way conſonant tothe word of God; as. * Vide A 
we ſhall ſhew by and by. This is*transformare Ecclefiam ig hu- pendices lo» "i 
R manam politiam, fo tranjforme the Church into a humane Politie. corum eo | 4 
*Hz imaginationes omnibns zratibus inde uſq; ab initio mun= ;þ;4. 
di nocucrunt Eccleſiz, & ſemper nocebunt , Theſe imaginations, * Thi. 
or fancies , have in all ages from the begirming of the world burt the 
Church, and will alwayes hurt. Thus the Harmony *. » Seealſo the 
J Now,brother, whereas you ſeem to challenge us inf2!libly zo cloſe of Guals 


evidence by any G ſpel Text, that Chriſt hath peremprorily preſcribed — - —_— 40 
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one and the ſelf-ſame form of Eccl:ſixſticall government , Diſcipline, 8 
Rites, to all Nations, Churches, in all particulars, from which they 44 
may inno caſe vary,rmnder pain of mortall ſin, ſchiſme , or b:'ng no true F 
Churches of Chriſt , with whom good Chriſtians may mot Gf come 
municate : Firit, what evidence from Scripture can you bring, 
why it ſhould not necef{arily be ſo? You would ſeemeto make 
this a ground why Charch=government , Diſcipline, Rites, ſhould 
be a/terable according to the ſeverall laws and cuſtomer of ſeverall 
Nations : Becauie (ſay you) Chriſt erjoyned the preaching of the Go 
| fel 10 ali Nations and People whatſoever , whohave their ſeverall e* 
ſt ubliſhed different firmes of Civill government, L1ros, Manners, Not bat that 
Rut'es and Cyuftomes, ſutable to their reſpeFive difp:-ſitims , Climer, W* g'anta vi 
Repwblicks. By this reaſon you might argue, that therefore the © 7, i me 
Go:pel it ſelf may be preached varioufly,according tothe yart- —_ x 
ation ofthe climate*: and it not ſo, then (ſay I ) neitheris the po »« of cir- 
Churcb-government and. Dijcipline t2 be varied according to the djrer= cum nce , fo 
ſuty of Nations, Laws,Cuſtomes,Climates. For,brother,the Chnrch- + ſuit ace 
: government and Diici; line now in the time of the Goſpel, is a _— 2 
| nt X n "_ pevein-e from 
d pa!tof th: Coſpel,as being the Goipel-government, and Dilci- dead works & 
; pline of the Evan-e!i-2!1 hurches. And, brother why ſhould frics rowards 
you think that, Chriſt now ander the Gofpel ; or New Te- cur Saviour 
ſlamentzhath ieit,a yi caxcc/therty romen to alter that form of us Ch ift; 
C hurch-government and Diſcipline, which in the New Toſtzment is - 2 Check 
laid downy then be did in the Old Teitament under ge Leviri- Coma 
.call Law'Whata ſtrit chargedid this Law-maker give t6 Mo-£*%4 25.4958 
ſer?See (Laith he )zþ4t thow do all things according 20 the patiern Heb.8.5. = 
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 » But we do thee in the Mrxunt. Ht muſt not vary onepin®*. But ſome 


*, norfay that *\ 111 Cay, When the Tribes of Iſrael were reduced under a king- 
rt -Þ—— Ion ly government, as in Davids time, the ſervice of God was in 
(eribed under greater ſtate and cxternall pomp, whenthe Temple was built, 
the Goſpel, . 691 it was before in the Tabernacle ; whereby it may appear, 
_ nordetbic (hartherewas a liberty left to David to alter the form ot wor- 
7 — ſhip ſo,as wasſutableto the Regall ſtate. But anſwer, Here 
"As: botwe Was noliberty left to man to alterany thing intheworſkip of 
fay,whatit God, or in the Church-government.. For God was 1o exatt in 
preſcriberthyis this, that he would not leave it to David himſelf, though both 
to bekept. King and a Prophet, and a man after Gods own heart, to ſer 
up what worſhip he pleafed in the Temple, but God gave him 
an exadt patterne of all, and that not onely by bis Spirit,but in 
writingshat he might neither addenor omit in the lealtrittle, 
1 Chron. 28. And you know it was neverleft to the Kings of 
Judah, todo the leaſtthing in point of Reformation,but onely 
to ſee, that the Priefts do all {triftly,( not any thing as ſeem- 
ed good tothem, but all) according rothe preciſc rule of the 
Law, 2 Chron. 31. Now was the great Law-giver ſoftritunder 
the old Teſtament, and is he grown more remifſe under the 
New ? In Ezekzels vilton of the Temple, or Charch in the time 
of the Goſpel, Exck. 43- 10, 11. wee reade of a patterne, 
form, faſhion of everie particular thing of the Houſe of God, 
which is his Church, cxaQly ſet down, and me1ſured by Gods 
own ſpeciall dire&ion. Or are men more wilc and more faith- 
full now then David wasgthat Chriit ſhould truſt every Nation 
with ſuch a liberty as this, to alter and diverſifie Churchygovern> 
ment and Diſcipline (0 as might be moſt agreeeb/e to this or that 
Kingdoms, Common-weales, Countreys cuſtome, commodity , compeni= 
encie * And as for your Nations!l Church here mentioned, we 
——_ take ajuſt meaſureof it when we come to your ninth Que» 
ON. 
And whereas you quote the Margine, 1 Cor, 14. 40. & IT. 
34- on which you-ground your liberty to form your Church». 
government & Diſcipline ſutably to each particular Civill go- 
vernment:Alas,brother;theſe very Scripeures oar Prelates 
ſed tomaintain theirunlimired liberty of ſerring up their rites 
{ andteremonies,as {arable tothe Civil governmemwhich ab» 
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ſardity Lbave fully refclled in wy Reply to Canterbuaries Relation, 
Whereas the Apoltle there exhorteth , that all things be done de» 
cently and in order, according to thoſe rules they had receivad of 
him: to which agreerth che other place alledged - 4 » Other 
things will T ſet in order when Icome, as Titus 1, 5. [efe Tits in 
Cretezhat be might ſet in order the things that remained ; but all ac» 
cording to the _ dice&ion for Church-government, and 
choice of Officers. And we ſhould have a mad world of ir, if 
civill States in ſeverall Countreys fliould haveli to frame 
Church-government and Diſcipline, as ſhould moſt ſute with 
their particular conditions. This liberty is that which both 
Ecclettaſticall and Civi!l States gturping, turned the ſpirituall 
Kingdom of Chriit over Conſcieaces and Churcheg,into a tem- 
_ and ſecular Kinsdom, or rather indeed an Anti-chriſtian 
yranny, or Hierarchy, ſo as'by this means it came to paſle, 
that the ſecond Beaſt aſcending out of the eartþgto witgthe Pope(Re- 
vel.13.11.)commands the inhabitants of the earth to make an images 
that is, to ſet up a forme of Religion and Ch 
table rothe Image of the firft Beaſt, to wit, the Imperiall Srate of 
Rome. And thns came to be erefted the Hierarchical! Charch- 
overnment, in all pomp and points ſutable with the-Romane 
onarchy. Sodangerous is that libertic which brings ſuch 
bondage. According to that, Licentia ſums onenes deteriores: this 
brings noe hberty, bur /icemtiouſneſſe. 
Your ſecond Queſtion is : Whether if any Kingdome or Nation 


fe cer. 


I anſwer: That is, Wbether the Kingdome and Nation of Exz 
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partly, according to Gods word; and partly to the Laws and governs 
ment under which we live 3 and partly, tothe manners of the people. 
Humano cog cervicem jungere cquinam. Or, populo ut pla=- 
cerent,$c. bruly, brother, your very queſtion is liereticall, you | 
mult pardon the expreſſion, which otherwiſe would notcome FY 
hometo the full truth. And your word E/e&, imports noleſle. 
For Ele& taken in that ſenſe, as you here apply it , toſet upa 
form of Religion, of Church-government, and Diſcipline, with Rites 
and ceremonies futable to the Laws and cuſtomer of a State, and man- 
ners of the v1 ras » AS MEN CONCEIVE, is of the 
ſame lignification with «2125, which figniticth a taking up an 
hcrelie upon humane eleftion;op, as you ſay,As they conceive. For 
you ſay not, Sich a Church-governmenty, &c. as 1s moſt conſonant to 
Gods word; but ſuch as they conceive to be miſd conſonant. So as you 
hang your Church-government upon mens conceit, or opinion of 
conſonancy with Gods word, and not upon a rea!l and cflentiall 
conſonancy. uit like the Prelate of Canterbury, who in his Rela» 
tion hangs the credit of the Scripture upon the Author ,. and 
the opinion we have (Caith he ) of his ſufficiency. Which Thave no- | 
ted in my Reply. But thus you open a wide ſluce, to letan an 
occan of inundation of all ſorts of Religion into all parts of 
the vvorld,vyhen every Religion ſhall be meaſured by the line 
of mans conception,what menCONCETV E apreeable to Gods 
word. Thus might Henry 4. the late. French King ( to make his 
way the cafier tothe Crown through ſo many difficulties) apo» 
ſtatize from the Proteſtant Religion,and turn to Popery,as con 
cetving it ſutable to the word of God, to comply with the State of 
has” France,and the manners of the people, for the cltabliſhing of. 
TS his kingdome (as he conceived,;though he was deceived) by-be- 
 * coming himſelt a Popiſh King.And ſo Feroboam with his Coun» 
2 ſellmight CONCEIVE it agreeable enough to Gods word, to ſet 
up his Calves. molt ſatableto the new laws and auſtomerof that 
Stateand to the manners of the people,who arc apt enongh:to.em- 
brace idolatry and ſuperſitition,as Ephraim willinglywalked after 
the commandment, Hoſ.5.11. And ſoin the reſt. Now that is an he» | 
refie which is an error conceived. and maintained againſt the 4 
word of God. That the maintaining of ſuch a liberty as you aſs. * 7 
_ Jume here;is/0,we haven part ſhewed already'from the Scrip- 
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ſon to maintain it. Nay,we need gono further forthe disfran- 
chiſling of this your liberty,bat your own words. Your words 
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For firſt, we ought not to afſumegor pretend a libetty,asleftus 
of God,when we want our evidence, and are not able rorpro- 
duce our Charter out ofthe Magna Chartathe Scripture. And 
this,brother, nor you, nor any man can do. Again,nothing is 
more preſumptuous,then to attempt to mingle heaven & earth 
together, that is, to mingle Chrilts Kingdom with'the king» 
doms of the world,or to theſe to frame and faſhion that,which 
| what is irelſc,but to ſer up a Babyloniſh Church-government.Did 
the Apoltles thus ? Did-they frame Chritts Kingdom 8& Chr 

government to the laws and cuſtomes of the Romane Empire?Oc di 

they vary their orders tor Church-government & . Diſcipline, 

according to the different manners and cuſtomes of thoſe Nations,coun= 
areys or Provinces where they planted their Churches ? Had they 

"one order for the Church of Corinth ,, and another for the 

| Churches of Galatia, and a third for the Churches of Aſia and 
the reft ? No: But *ſourdain Tinall Churches, ſaith the Apoltle. 
And * concerning the collefHion for the Saints, as Thave given order to 

the Churches of G alatia, even ſo do 'ye. SO alſo for making of Mini» 
ſters and other Church-offticers, ACt.1. & 14.23. 

” Again, Your Chwrck-government mult be conceived to be conſe= 
nant'to Gods Word,yet with this reftriftion or limitation, that iz 
be alſo conſonant to the Laws and Government under which we live. 

You ſpeak indeed like a pure Lawyer, & one that willitand for 

your Profeſſion , were this the way tonphold:it. 'But cannot 

your Law, and ourGoſpetcotton wget herzunlefle the Goſpel 
weare the Laws livery, like to your Serjcars gowns: ade up 
of two ſeyerall colours'; or unlefle Law and Goſpel be woven 
together into a linſey woolſey garment? But what if your Law 
preſent; ſtand ſtill in force for Church-government, -withoar be» 
ing repealed?Muft the Gofte! be brought again under your Pre» 
laticall Chxrch-government? Or rather why ſhould not a general? 

Jaw ( touſeyour words) be. enated, to inhibiteallformes of 

Church-government and Diſcipline, which are not every way con» 
 ſontant10 GediWird, without this addition, And zo the Lazus and 
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"A Vindication of theſe Charches, 
Government of the State under which we live, be gaod and juſt, 
there is no need why wr ſhould _m—_—_ Chriſs Kingly (EM 
verament in his Chucch , fuck hard conditions, as not to be ad- 

U an mitted, but ſofarre as it is conſonant to mans Laws. As Tertwl;- x 

3 anſaid , when upon the Emperour Tiberiws his motion to the . 

Romane Senate, that Chriſt might be admitted and cnrowled - -—- J 

among Romer gods, and the Senate refuſed , becauſe they had ® 

made a Law,that none ſhould be choſen for a god, unlefle firſt Y 

propounded by the Senate: Ergo niſs bomini placuerit, Dews nox o. 

erit Dewar; Therefare if it pleaſe xot man, God ſhall not be God. Solet ic 4 

belawfull for meto ſay ; 1fir pleaſe not man, not the Senate, Chriſt | 

ſhall not be King, bue Ang ſhall bave no place in this or that Nor | 
tion. As if the good Laws of a civill State, and the good Laws 

of Chriſts 1 could not, ought not to ſtand together in 
their diftin& forms unmixed ; when certainly a State ſtands 
ſtrongeſt, while moſt conſonant to Gods Word, and to the 

Church-government and Diſcipline of Chriſt, and not when Chriſts 

kingdome and Goxernment is made ſutab.e to the Laws and ce « 

Fomes of the Srate. | ; ; 

Famons was that Anſwer of Elentherims , Biſhop of Rome, to 

Lucixs King of Britaine, when this Countrey of Brit azne farlt re+ 

—_— faich( - the =o mn _ received it) where 

; e Il began to bepreached, without i ch ment 

* Holliofved, orinhibleion of the Prince(ashe* Sory ſaith) me with- 

| Deſcription any ceremonies at all:King Lucixs ſending to Ele hiriew far 

| Chap. 7. A- ſome modell, or form of Church-Government and Diicipline: 

\bour the yeer he received this Anſwer 3 That Chrilt bad left ſufficient Order tm y 

"187, _ tbe Scripture for the Government of the Church ; and1ot onely fir thot, | 
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a but alſo for the regiment of but wbole Rea/me, if be wauld ſubmit binr- 1 
Io felf i follow that Raves Tonrequire of uw ({aith he) the Or- [1 
<4 dinances, with the Imperiall Statutes alſo to be ſent nnto you , which \ 


you defire to praftiſe : The Romane Laws we may find tobe faw'ty, but 
Gods Laws never. 1 ou have received of late t Gods mercy, in © 
the Rexlmye of Brixaine, the law and faith of Chrift; you have with you 
667 both volumes of the —_— Ont of them therefore by Gads graces 
Pp 2 and the counſell of yow Realmytake you a law, and by that lary through 
__- God! fufferance rmle your . Now this crias being 
Nay Biſhop of Rome, by F ating; account, it ſtews unto us - 
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M of Iniquiry grow up to its eight, in aflaming fuch an 
u mited ery ct up fick a Charch-Government, and ce- 
remonics of hamane invention, as were haled in by the head 
and ſhoulders. Bart brother Prize, you ſee here, how in thoſe 
urer primitive times, even the Biſhop of Rome himſclfe was ſo 
Facre rom admitting a Church-Government ſurable to theſe- 
vera!llawes and cuſtomes of every Nation, (as you would have _ 
$c) as he tels King Laciw, he hath both the Teſtaments, by the = 
rule whereot he ſhould not onely ſee the Churck tobe governed, * 
but his own Realme alſo. Ergogthe Kingly government of Chrift ' 
in his Church is not to be faſhioned and moulded according xo 
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the lawes and cuſtomes of temporall and civill States, but con» © _ © 
trarily the lawes of Civill States areto be reduced to the rule of — — =: 
Gods Word. =y- 


But you adde alſo, And manners of their people : that is, i + 
their ſeyerall Countries, and Common-weales. Surely this re® 
flets mine eye upon that Reformation begun in King Edwards , 
reigne. But now what Church-Grernment and Diſcipline was ©: 
to be ſet np? Why, the manners of the people maſt be theline and 

lummet to regulate this building by. The people of England 
had beene ſolong rooted in a ſuperſtitious Egyprian ſoyle : but 
becauſe fat, and filling their fleſb-pots with Onions and Gar- Fox bi | 
Iick,they could the better brook the barthens which th-ic Task- Ms i 
ma ters the Prelatcs inured their ſhoulders withall. And with- 29” 
all they muſt havethcir Maſſc-Service, though tranſlated out of PH 
the Romaninto the Eng]iſh language. This in King Edward his 
letcer to the Corniſhmen, ſtanding np for their Mail-book, ftil- 
led the babes when they underſtood the Engliſh Service-booke 
was noother then the Romifh Maſe clad inan Engliſh weed, 
though fince it hath put off many of thaferagges, but not all ir 
ſhould. So much it importeth, to haye an eye to the peoples man- 
vers, and how they ftand affected. When the Lord Cromwell had 
ſer forth the Prinmer, or Pſalter, without the Letary, all the Po- 

iſhly affeted, which were not a few,could not be quicttill they 

d cried up the Letary again into its old place. Soasin fine, 
through the love of ſuperſtition inthe peoplezand the'love ofthe 
cr IIETITI m6» > 

| . --"> | 
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- wards God reformed and purged in the flames of Mart yrdome) - 
by [ſuch a Reformation was ſer up, as for Church-goyernment and 
8 'Difcipline {yvly tranſlating the Popes beadſbip, and 1erting it 
3 upon.the Higgs ſhoulders) was the very ſame with that, which 
2 was.in-Henry 5. his dayes,and is at this day in Rome; and did {6 
_ well ſute with the C:vill Government and manuers of the peop'egthat 
KEE, a Generall Law wasenadted for the ratitying of that Prelaticall 
4 Government and Diſcipline, which hath bred ſuch manners in the 
people peneraly tothis day, azsit another Reformaii ſhall beſet 
up, whereinthe pe:ples manners ſhall be no leite looked upon, then 
In the former (as you here doe more then {ceme to plead for)I 
can conjeFure, it not certainly divine, what a Reformation both 
for Church-Gyvernment and Diſcipline, your Chu-ch of Eng/and is 
Jiketo have. For if you akke the Prelacicall party, conllting of 
'multicades of their Prieſts, and of their ignorant and prophane 
people, together with all the Kings Army, they will all with 
one voyce and vote, roare it out at the Canons mouth, W: will 
have the Piſhops Church-government and Diicipline continued 
without alreration. If ye aske the ordinary Proteltant profeſſors » 4 
at large, they cry, No, no; not that ; but we will have ſuch a 
Church-government, as under which we may injoy no leffe li- 
bertie for our manners, then we had under the Prelates. ; 
'* Bux you referre us to the ſerjows debate of a Nationall Comns 
fell, Syna, Parliament. ,But yet give us leave to put a valt diffe- 
rence between all theſe, and the Scripture, Chriits owne yoyce. 
2: It they-truely informe us of the minde of Chrilt in the Scripture, 7 
* wewillbleſicGodtforic: but yet if we can find out the mind of k 
Chrilt by. his immediate voyce,. we darenot ſuſpend our belicte ; 
aitdpraftife of it,until we haveir at the ſecond hand from men. 
And ſhould we waite never ſolorg upon the iſſue of their debate, 
commended unto us tobe ſuch as men conceive to be agrecable 
and conſ. nant to Gods Word : yet for as much as we dare not 
mbdens - * pjnne our foules upon mens ſleeves, as not knowing (as one | 
mains. ſaid) whither "they night. poſſibly carry them : therefore we -4 
BoG17.11. muftexarnine all mers determinations in matters of Religion | 
"= by *fearching the Scriptures, and laying every thin: t> this line 
Ke... and rule. For the Bereans are commended, as the more noble, 
Ti in that they cxawined diligently and daily, cventhe Ne 
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afterthe Apoſtles hath been Sor a3 you know 
how peer and ſbamefully Generall Councels haveerred. 
The firft Councell of Nice, confiſting of 3 18; Biſhops, how did 
they all agree to'bring: in- a DoE&trine' of Devills, 
Priefts marriage, had not one Confeffor;: :s, by evidence 
of Scryptureand realon,cryedicd ofwaycd the whoks 
Councell ? Am you know very welk,- thac Generall Gbaineely, 
as. well as Nationall , have'not infallibiliticof judgementin alt 
things, And it cannot be nnknowneto you, that even 'this/AC- 
ſembly of: Divines are of different judgements aboue Church- 
governement and Diſciplineznor have they-pechapehad ſb much 
time fince their being under the Prelacy ,avco be chroughly infor. 
med of the way of Cur burches,commonly called [»dependent\, by 


that m_ rm may poſſibly gaine much more knowkdge of 
ny on ing ome more time and ftndy in ic, 7 


Bur Sir, all-this, you ſeetne to lead them fneb x way, 
(ſhould c follow you ) as would neceffarily bring them into 
an inevitable and inextricable errour,. in. caſe they ſhaalde/e4 
ſuch a pablick Church- | p———_- Diſcipline,ae thry conveive 
20 be myoſt conſonant to Gods Word, to the Lawrs, Government attler 
which we live, and manner of the people. For if they looke upon 
the manner of the i which-they muſt needs finde to bee for 
the moſt partver ſoole(co ſpeake nothing'of ſgnorants and Po- 

piſh Malignants) ſome men might conceive, that ſuch a Church» 
Covermmens and Di{cipline were molt ſmrablr , as doch moſt cont 
with, and give - indulgence to ſuch manners, a# cannot 
ply be brought to enter in at the firazze pare, and Harrow way 
that leads into Chriſts kingdome, And whatſoever Charch oo 
vernment and Diſcipline comesnot full home in all : gs 
word of God, is not that which is conſonant thereunto. ant fo 
not pleafing unto God; and the more conſonant it is ro Gods Ward, 
the more fri and holy itwill be foynd robe, and ſo the leffe 
conſonent tothe common prophane manners of this Nation at 
this day. ny, Jo. our obſervation is that of the Lord rorhe” 


| Sopphonoeny, Ix. 19. If _ take forth the pretions po | 
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the vile,thow ſhalt be as my month ; let them retwrue unto thee, b ut re« 
| turne not thou wnto them, Whereupon the molt learned Interpre- 
ter (as the learned Bexaconſtantly ſtyles bim ) Calvin, among 
many.other excellent obſervations: on this place, 'thus conclu- 
deth ; Swnmmaeſt; weritatem De non debere flefl; ad hominuns ar= 
bitrium, qua Deus non mutatur, ita nec verbum ejus nllam yarieta- 
tem admitctit : The ſumme is; That the truth of God ought not to 
bee bended according to mans will or conceit, becauſe God is- 
not mutable, ſo neither doth tits Word admit of atiy change. 
Now the forme of -Church-governement and "Diſcipline hid 
downe in the New Tettament, is a DoQrine of Chriſt, and no 
more alterable according to the varieties of mens cuſtomes and 
manners in all nations and ages, then the Goſpel it ſelfe is; 
which the Apoſtle would not have to bee altered into another 
Goſpel ; though another Goſpel cannot bee ; as neither another 
| kingdome of Chriſt, another Church-governement, another 

Church- diſcipline ought notto'be, but that alone which we find 
in Gods Word, which mult not bee reduced or confurmed ( asa 
noſe-of waxe, to which the Papitis, as Hoſe, and P5ghins doe 
compare the Scripture) to the faſhions of worldly governments, 
(Rom, 12. 2. ) and popular manners,but theſe muſt be conformed 
to the Scripture, | 


Hence it may appeare,. how rough your conclufion of this 
Queſtion is, if co ſuch a generall law, as you propoſe, all partis 
cular Churches, members of this Kingdome and Nation, ſhould 
not yeeld tobe aRtually obliged in point of conſcience, and Chrs 
ſtiaririe, and readily to ſubmit therewnto, and no Waies to ſerke an ex« 
emption from it, under paine of being Fuiltie of arrogancy ,- ſchiſme, 
cntumacy, and lyable to ſnch penalties, as are due to theſe offences, 
Good Brother, be not ſolegall.What if that re/o/ution of an A/- 
ſembly, and that General Law tor the confirmation of ir, be ſuch! 
as the conſcience of godly people cannot without finne ſubmit 
thereanto 2 Muſt they either violate their conſciences, or bee un- 
done by your unavodable intolerable penalties, as both to ſuf 
terin their good names for Arrogant, coutumations, SchiſmatichJ, 
yea and in their Conſciences roo under the gwilr of theſe, and to bee 
liable-to I wot not what penalties befides ? and no waies to 


ſeeks an exemption from it > Why, gaod Brother, if we ſhould goe 
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ſcience turne Turkes' in the Religion there by'Law eſtabliſhed, 
yet there is a'way to ſeekean £x2mprion from it, namely, by be- 
comming T riburary-to that State, 48 many-Chriltians doe. 
. Good Brother lei's not have ay 'of. Dracoes Lawes executed 
upon Innocents; And remember how not long agoe the Prelates 
ſerved uy; wecould not have the benefic of Law, of: Appeale, 
no exemption from bloud- letting, and eare-cropping,and pillo- 
rying, &c.'Arnd (hath wee now turne wore perſecutors of the 
-Saints, then the Prelates were? Non ignara mals miſers s [ſuctuyrere 
diſco; ſaichthatheathen Princeſſs, © (2:24 
Buc in cheimargent you pur ſomeplaces of Scripture to prove 
this. But truly, when [ well view the places, ] find them not to 
.anſwer to what you would ſeeme to prove by the Quotation. 
;Theficſt is;2 ( or.,714:; 32, 33: For the Spirit of the Prophets ir (ub- 
5c to the Prophets, And whatot this? Ergo, the Spirit of-all the 
Prophets'in' England mult be ſwbielt to the Prophers in the Aſſembly 
$pon paine of bring guiltie of Arrogancy, Schiſm+, Contumacy, and 
liable to ſuch penalries,a7 are dur'to theſe offences.Q brother Pryune, 
you mult a3 well note, av quate che place.. Bur:let me note it 
'for you. The Apoſtletherei{peaks botktto,and ofthe Church of 
Corinth, whenafſembled together in oneptace:that the Prophets 
.ſhould obſerve order, and give place each to other in Prophecy- 
ing; as the reaſon is rendered; and-not of any ſuch Aﬀembly of 
that ſublimeand ſupreame Authoritie, or the ohely Prophets, to 
whomall other Prophetswhereſoeverdiſperſed mult beſubjeR, 
Ver. 33. For Gods worithe Author of canfufion, but af pracesas in all 
- Churches of the Saints. Wigich. place alſo is no lefle wide from 
yobr purpoſe. What ? Will there be no peace, but all confufion, 
-unlefie allbe Gubjea to the Aflembly upon ſuch paine; as before? 
- The Apoſile ſpeaks here-ot the Order to: be /obſ{trved in every 
Church, as in all cheChiicches of the Saints, The other places 
-quated by-you, are nolelle miſapplyed, Will they prove, trow 
you, blind obedience ? )-.v. v4, 
-» Bug comeon brothiet;::(if yorr will. needs pat us npon ſack * 
hard exigents; ad40 give; no: quarter, without preſent 1ay- 
ing downour Armesand cauſe, and fo captivating our con- 
iences totheDiftates and mo_ of men; It you will make 
| 2 no 
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A you might chruft our all ourrighteyes; and ifchere bee no ocher 
remedy, yet give us leave to capitulate with you about ſonte 
terms of accomodation, that wee may. not altogether betray our 
conſciences and liberties, which ouc Redeemer Chriſt bath ſo 
dearly purchaſed for us. And the. firſt and main is-this: Firfy, 
brother, make it deare unto us, that an Aﬀembly of men ear: 
ved, piows, what you will, living in ages ſucceeding the Apo- 
ftles,have,orever had,infallibility of udgement,ſo as to ſay, (as 
Ads 15. 2g.) It pleaſed the boly Ghoſt and Vs, to make thele De- 
crees, that ſo wee may without further ſcruple of conſcience, 
ſubmit and conforme thereunto, But(]ſay)you muſt give us very 
good aſſurance and evidence hereof,thatthey are infallibly gui. 
ded dy the holy Ghoſt,that when they {ball ſay, /c pleaſed the ha 
ly Ghoſt and Vs, me may ſafely believe them. For when 'you can 
zeſolve. us. of their .conciuſions. no further, then as they con- 
teive to bee conſonant to the word 'of God: Alas! Sir, you 
leave usin a Wood, or Maze, whence no extricating of 
our ſelves, without Ariedverthread, Gods word, to ſet ws 
where wee were before, For you knew what variety of con- 
ceits many men have, uot cepits,itot ſevtentie, This iis the firſt 
and main condition we-ftandupon ;z and-truly. irweve ſafficient 
alone. Wemighr in a ſecond rank (but not equall crothe for. 
merYname a ſelfe-deniall, 'an bumble ſpirit, &c. You know 
the ſtory of the Monkes of Bangor |before- Awf3ip the 
fic Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; whom they fecing to! fir bn 
his Pontificall Chaire, and not rifing _ moving unto 
them, they left him as a man not ſagg.of God :And fo, if wee 
ſhould behold men-.carrying ves loftily- over-their dre- 
thren, who atenocofcheir Coundell, we ſhould be apt toſuſpeR 
that Chriſts Spiric is not there, becauſe there is not the ſpirit. 
of humility, neither the Spiriroftruth-to be found. A Cardinall : 
-*in the Conclaveat Ficerhivm, after almoſt three yeares agitation. . 
"about the eleQion of a new Pope, (as many yeares as we have - 
been-about to ſet ups Reformation, andthe 10nnotyet - 
laid) each Cardinall ambiciouſly a picing to be the Pope, * one 
of them roſe up and faid, Damine, &c, let us. uncover the roſe - 
of this Chamber, fering the holy Ghoſt cannor get in-ume _ 
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; Burcbia the Jad 
peek þ a maomii, by I. ban 
The third and fourth Queſtions, 


ego and fourth « & my Le 5 
Prove too.voluminous,, and ſo FT "n every- 
jus Ci ' I fhall in the reſt contrat my, felfe. And 
we#, muy:t doe tine truſl 8 up your queſtions within the liſt of a 


Jrlonnmreoding wits For (oa oped deſoce).all Jour, gne 
Ba rh oh | ntgeriragatory,r r politive re» 
ſolutions, then uureſalved queſtions, Fe {lumme therefore. of 


yourthird and fourth MN (fac this dependeth on that) is 

4 ops 0 this Syllogiſme : 
_ t{if not. beſt } warrant foril in Bay Rropoliti ons. - 

Sd Te aatiag ;©Xanpies © of-the Primitive Church, 

molt prevents hereſies,  {chiſmes, injuſtice z.is to be neroB 8; 
drop nu Oy raph in o and to be by preletred 
"3* Fefnat na EXP warr Pe? 
p | .NO, DIINY yg It in che Primitive. acheſt, K-41 Ch UF- 


bY yr ee ELAET ſoemeotChunch- - governments if rightly PEE 
"F orfered, hath: ſufficient (ifnotheſt) warrant for ji Jilin the New wh cb takes | 3 


Teſtament, Ac, The Indepandent.not fo, ' * Upthe fourtBU OG 

Theretgrethe farmer isro br puckuned and received before _ I 
the latter, without opy Joogeebuts 157: oof of Wt 
6.4 pF 21 7 The eAgprer. 6 


Boch yourPropofitiogs, ar and ; ipterfcere- one-againlt - + 
the other, Sufficicgt: (if ym oplams gee will-not prove 80 
cave warrant, as if there be found n ow. And ig dire "An 
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precbytertall anftBefnidedt Yoyou alt ie) 61e aur the 


other ; letme tell you, that that which you call -Indefp@dent, th 
the onely true, originally. and primitive Presbyrteriall, Which 


& 


P.etbytety is proper and peculiar toevery particular Church of 


*-> Chrilts angis not Presbytery colletive of mary Churchey by 


ay of juriſdiion one, or many over ractt, '6r 6f*Ni®dnall 
Church, as youterme it. For neither of theſ&Ccah you *Fnd a 
ther in the New Teſtamens, or in the Olg. In thev|@ we read 
of one Church, 4o wit,"that of the Nation of the Tewes : 
Bit chat whole Chiirch was 6ne intire conpregatiqn;'A&7.'48, 
they had one Church. cfficer over all, is calſed 'the'Tabertiacle 
of che pngregarion in the finguler; and they af afſenibled 
three time$in the yeare at Jetuſatem, in the Temple, where'they 
4 offered Sacrifice, and notelſe where : "So as the ( drch*was a 
type 0 every particular C urth bf "Chriſt yoder the 'New' Te- 


Rament, asheing both one intire Chiurchand *2bIVhe,” ſbJe& 
£0 no other, form of Pls Chrttpand only that of the only Law- 


iver and Mediator Jeſys Chrit; and rio 'patterifofany fuck Na- 
tionall Church' as ygu would have.” Evety [PEE 'Church 
now; conſiſting of vitible Saints, 'is under'Ctirift'; av tht ont] 
Head, King , Governour,, Lay-giver of it, and ſois ſubje ta 
. ether rifRtion then' chat of Chrift, his Spiric, his Word, 
Were there none other pareicular Churth the world, theh 


1 $:++ Oe, a8 that of etthg n8 Fitily, ſhovid' it nor be a complete 


1) Chirchuntill there wete orher ChuttheboirwhH6e tk ion 


it ſhould depend ; though for 'dfdindry Ptnifies®! tHe 'can- 
not have ſuch a nnmber as is requiſite ro make up a miniſteriall 
body, & ſoare bourd to unIteÞ othe?sfor this end. Wee hold 
£ommunion and confociation. of Churches for counſel} in 
Jolibrs; and comfort j diſtreſſe; bit we deny any ſiith'combina- 
tion of Churches, a# whereby the tree Hberry Sfevery patticy- 
IzrChurch'is tiken ava : And this commynion 'of "Charches 
d5th'no lelfe (if ried iheke prevent Hereſfes;3\ SWMFme?; Jnmuſmies, 
thenyour Presbyreriaff,” Nor'can you fhew + whe con 

triry., Ao f&twenld you Heir Chardheb more peri @cikeh 
thofe of the” Apbitles' on plant? «Rant rindaprs beekſto- 
gether txemp SE hoot ms, Infticr ys "Did'not the 
{\pottle rel the Church of G6 Th, There ninſt bee Hereftes tbe 
SALTY ICE ambng -' 


= 
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«fre 
couidretwoſe Poimicive: Ohunches after the. Apoliles ,- preſerve 
themfetves from: Herefics > : How ſoone did :the whole: world 

and wonder,chavitwas become an Gin And chiswithe. 


Which de ajprovedmay be wade nl 


in thefoarth-Century. after che birch of -Choifi, - whentbt©hics © 
ches were'governed by the Bifhepsand their Pregbynecies! Ad « 


how ſoonedid the 'Kingdome of: the. Beaſt. mount-upto (uch-z' 
height, a9 ie overtopt all the Weiterne: Churches, .and brought 
them-under hizdominion'?-: 1-1 nibh, : ml 


And for out truly and properly» PreabyterianEhut dts (your 


Independents ) ' to which! you:deny: oxpreffe watyant th' Sctip ? 


turez- the whole \New Teſtament is both an exprefe and ample 
witnelſq on ourfide. All thoſe particular: Qhurches: which the 
Apoſtles planted, were all ofiabſolute: authoricy among thety-/ 
ſelves reſpeQively, and equall one} roxhenther, : You cari hw 5 
unto us nd rule or exampleto che contrary. That in A154 ive 
tranſcendent, and ttands alone; notto be:paralleld,and therefore 
vetyimpertinently objefed'by many , . before you, as wee (hall 
have okcafien to fhew: afterwards, - j {03 44) 2 4 68. $6145104 4 
And for patterminthe Primative Charches after thei Apoſttes ; 
we are not cyrious tofeeke itinthe aorrupt currenrofſuetueding - 
ages,wherj we find it: the pare fountatne, Frappeares-, ſay:the- 
(emtariſhry{ent;t 7 Fitude conſociatione Eccleſ, that-the Govern-- 
mentot Churches iathe: fecond hundeeth yeare, was almoit po-/ 
pular , every Church had aquall power of ordaining or exting' 
out, if neede were; choſe Miniſters they had o:dained, with 
other things very materiall in-that. whole Title, av#alGo'in the 
Title) de Synodis privknss,; And for the belt reformed Chur- 
ches,if in them. we cannon findethatipatterne ſo fully followed as 


the Scriptufe holds forth para wy wee crave leave without "_ 


judice, to take it as wee finde trinthe Word, withoutithe Feaft 
variation. And ybu rhay know) in thebeginning of Proceſturit 
Reformation. could:theyiſo.clearly, ſee inthe dawning, as wee 
may nowin the meridiangit:we gill but open. our eyes ?.' The re. 


formed Churches: have:taken up oneor othercot them upon the - 


matter the-maige things we comend for.: 1. The Church of Hol- 
land receive none to the Table, nor havea voteas amember+ of 


; ( shat Chursb;- but (uch as fictt give GatistaRtion tothe Elde, ſhips 


»*+ 
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propounded by them. ow — 12% Chavohies cxtreiſe 
excommunication in their particular «congregations, though 
with liberty of appeals. And this was-tlie:governemerit pt the. 
PrimidiveChurches inthe 24 hundreth yeace, as appeires, Cen. 
3. 6.7 Tit, de Synodb : but elpecially. Fit, dr 'conſociatione Ec- 
cleſ. S928 no long debate needeto be, if but Chrifts wordalone 
may take place, without. the necefſary accommodation of hu« 
mane Lawes, Cuſtomes, Manners of the people ;an you doe plead. 
Andlafily for appeales in caledt [njſtice, you know; bro- 
ther, chatif injuſtice be done in aty civill matrery if redrefle may 
not be had by the mediation of theChurch, whereof the parties 
are members, then the Law is open there to appeale for jaftice. - 
And ifitbe about the Churches cea(ure forfome. miſcarriage of 
a member towdrdsthe Church;or arly-member thereof,if the cen- 
ſure bee unjuſt , the party grieved may defire to have his cauſe 
heard by fome other Churches,whomay accordingly deale with 
their Silter-church eo require a brothierly accaunt ofthe whole 
bulinefſe, as is _ y of all the ey mans m__—_ | 
it bejo. matter of opinion, herethe -hes-principally and 
in the firſt placezto heScripture asthe ſnpreme Judge; and if the 
things be obſcure, & too hard for that Church'to refolve'by the 
Scripture, then to call inthe helpe of other Chusches'for their 
beft information. And in ſumme, brother, there' is no' caſe: can 
fall out in any Chucch, which hath not as many belpesby a-free 
communion of Curcher, whereinevery Churches iarliber- 
ties and priviledges are preſervedas they:ought to be: as any you 
© Ix S:e alſoNi- can Fameto bee in your objigatory combination of Charchies, 
BF cola de Cle- wherby the liberty of each Church is by csmon confene fold over 
 Emengis, ſuper to others, by which ittea(cth'now to be a free Churchof Chritt, 
BE. mereria Con- under his onely juriſdiftion and government, So3s herby great 
FILL _—_— miſchiefes may : redoundeven to'the pureft Church, when once 
| _ ” "'r7e+ things come to becarried by the vote of 'a| genecall or Claſſical 
nos Eccleffe Aſſembly of Divines, fwaying-rthings befides the Ree; and 
” triumpbentis, (trerching them beyond their line. Amd: therefore famions was 


: | Eccleſie titu- that ſaying of Nazzanz-ns, * That be never [aW any good. te come of 


re, 


_ tos aforivere; veverall Comncels; becauſe commanly Camelion-like they 
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5F the preſent ;* and Stare :* as ſuppoſe Pretaticalt Bpirits 
' FRonld tirne ro b&'your Presbyterians , or as when'( incaſe the 
Lore Chriſt ſhall refitme his Kihgdome over his Churches in a ci- 
- (ill State ) we ſhould perhaps fee ſome of your Presbyterians as 
qt to tirf} Independants, Were thepreferments ſutable. 
o But ſorh& thay objeRt /{thirt one Chitrch ſtanding by ir Rife,, is 04. 


k 


"WMHofe ſubje&k to fall into ettour, then when combined with other 


_ Churches. . 
To which I anſwer ; That every particular Church injoying eLeſw. 
its own freedome , wirfibnt aa injoyned combination with 0- 
ther Churches , may much longer preſerve it clfe from danger 
of errour, when it hath irs free choiſe in mstrers of difference 
-*or Urfiexity; ro Confult onely wich 'rhofe Churches; which it 
hows to be moſt f6and and orthodox;then when it is faſt bound, 
and, incircled with this or that combiyiation of Churches , 'bei 
-4n mrinber twelveor twenty }'or more or lefſe , whoſe votes m 
carry every controverſit; according to the ſeverall humours of 
* * {ach and ſuch, ar all advetnure. And ( brother Prynue) the world 
--4s nor fo plentifull of fourid ſpirits, 2s to ſapply every Hundred 


- - 4 
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7 in th& Land wich twelve-or *twenty” able - and godly —_—— 

be bf a'combination. Nty , you may -obferve what poore thi 
-are uſed for the ſapplying of places with goily and able Mini- 
ſters , which are grown fo geaſon, that the Ciry now is faine to 
be fapplyed with plundered countrey Minifters , in ſtedd of their 


AER Maligtants : Apt ſypoſ al thefe to be as govd as 
Il 'tho 


"they ſhotdld be; where ſhell thoſe country-plares be fitpplyed? 
Atdbefides , ſuch is thepehury of =_e Minitfters ( ifnor of care 
to provide better, if poſſible) that fuck as are for their demerits 
"caſt out pf oneplace , art (for I Wotnort What oiericy ) put upon 
ite other people, where their good: qualities art nor Khowne, 
Beits ſack as verifie the Proverb' , 'Ov Ir Game od # thaw pad= 
ro earntoetes ; They change their manſion , but not their manners, 
Attd befides all this; he is one very meanly gifted now adayes 
"that will be woot and won to take a'Benefice under a hundr 
'br\tftor6*pountls.” And brother , why ſhould godly Miniſters 
indeed be yoked with ſach * exrth-wormes, and Mammeniſts,, as 
rei Torts Parithe, and as ſome of your Presbyrtxian combiria- 4. 
YL tlons & Would neceffirate us witro 2 1f youky, if things goe atiiffe : 
287 - | in 
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" inlefſer Claſſes ,; they may be. remedied in "a general forabl 


then I fay , there is the like reaſon of a generall Aſſembly ,. that 
there is of all the ſeverall clafles put together. For, totine & par- 
tinm cadems ct ratio ; if all the members be corrupt, ſo alſo muſt the 
whole body be. Therefore the caſe mult needs be hard, when one or 
ewo Churches in a claſſis or combination, that are ſound, ſhould be 
bou:d- to the deciſions of the reſt being unſound ; and ſo for the ge- 
nerall Aſſembly in the like proportioy. 


The fifth Bucſtion.. 
It is reduced thus ; 


| Propoſition... That , whoſe grounds and reaſons tend inevitably to endanger, 


4 (ſumption. - 


” 


ff. 


—_ -_. —_— > - 
Mas 10. 34s Chriſt faith ; * 7hink.yot that 1 am come to ſend peace on the earth ; 


R 


of 


overthrow, and embroyle Eccleſiaſticall or civill formes of Govern- 
ment, ought not to be ſuffered. 

But ſuch is the Independent chureh-government : it tends inevi- 
tably, 8c. Therefore it ought not to be luffered, 

I. deny the Aſſumption : The grounds and reaſons of. true 
church-gevernment , do not in their own nature tend ts the in- 
dangering , overthrowing , and embroiling . of Eccleſiaſticall or 
Civill formes of Goverament ( Horm. confefſ. ſe#. 11. of tho 
confeſl. of eAz/purg. art. 7.) Power Eccleſiaſticall no. more hin- 
dreth the civill, then the $Kill ofmuſicke ,. neither is it to be con- 
founded with civill. And 54þid. They, to wit , the Prelates , 
transforme the church into a humane. Goverament. For they 
would doe all in imitation of. civill Government. But if they 
produce any ſuch effe&t, it is onely accidentall, and the maine 
cauſe. is- in ſuch Ecclefiafticall or civill bodies , when they ſhew 
ſome —_— in their conſtitution to Chriſts kingdome and go- 
vernment , by ' their oppoſing or oppreſling of it. Hereupen 


J came not to ſend peace , but a ſword, And it was the preaching .of 
the Goſpel of the Kingdome , both by Chriſt ,. and: his Apoſtles , 
for which they were exclaimed againſt , and perſecuted , as trou- 


Ly goo: 4. blers of the State , both Eccleſiaſtick and Politick , as wovers of 
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ſedition , and perverters of the people, and. the like. And will 


| - conclude , . that the preaching of the Goſpel , and BP. | 


wing up of Chills kingdome io his eburches, isa roubler of 
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the Statoyand a mover of ſedirion, and a ſedarer of rhe people, be» 
caſe Hierarchicall Government hath an Antipathy with Chriſts 
Spirituall Kingdome, and Church-government ? 


The ſixth Þnueftion, 


The ſurame where of is : = 
That which from the beginning of the preaching of the Go- Propoſitionen 
ſpel dewnwards, till this preſent age, had no being in the world, 
_ doubtleſſe þe-no Church-Government of Chriſts, or his Apo- 
But ſuch ( fay you ) is the Government of Independent / jon. © 
Churches. (_99.you 3 7 ſumption 
* Therefore not Chriſts; ot the Apoſtles Church-government. 
I deny your Aſſumption. And for further anſwer thereto, 
I referre you tommy Aniwer to your third and fourth Duecſtion, 
where is cleerely proved that all the Churches , founded and 
planted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles , were in themſelves reſpe- 
Rively abſolute and free ' Churches, which thongh they had 
cottimunion--with all their Siſter-Churckes, - yet you can never 
ptove your clafficall, or Synodicall Juriſdiction cither a Pro- 
vinciall Church ( as you call it ) or a Generall Counſell over 
every particular Church , to have the leaſt footing , or becing 
at all in the 'Scripture. 32. In the Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtories for 
the fifſt 200. yeers we finde(as was noted 2bove )ſufficient ground 
for it ; but none for the combined coercive ny ; ter that be 
ſhewn:; afcerwards indeed, as times grow worſe,” you finde your 
Puriarchall , Metropeliticall , Prelaticall, Nationall, Provincialh 
churck-governments, Generall and Provinciall eonncels , fubordi- 
nation and ſubjetion of the lefler Churches to the greater, by | 
which very meanes the Papall Antichriſtian kingdome came gra- -»4 
- dually mg # erected; ( as 1s noted before ) but can you ſhew us 
the leaſt print of one footſtep in the Word of God,of any ſuch Hie- 
rarchie, or of any ſuch ſubordination and ſubjeftion of one 
- Church ts another ; And'f the myſtery of iniquity began to 
wotke even in the Apoſtles own times, which was the very Hie- 
| ratchicit ſclfe; inthe affe&ion of Primacy ; as we ſee practiſed by 
\ Diexreger, Who is noted to bee 4 yvmenis, a loyer of Pri- 
"RT D3 macy 
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A macy, or prehenunen dive. co ee f 
'Y himſclfe ; with other like ſuta &.z. This: Miltery. grows 

ing up and ſpreading mightily by degr $ after the Apoltles were 

dead, and fo prevailing as a generall deluge over” the face of 

the earth, as nothing could bee ſeege hurt; Dioceſan Biſhops ſeas, 

overflowing every where : Therefore were there never ſuch 

Churches extant ? But ſuppoſe there wereno examples ro be 

found of it in Church Story,which yer we have proved the con» 

trary, nevertheleſſe, you know brother, when a mans evidences- 
of lands are loſt,there be publicke Recards, as the,Ropvtes of Chan... 
cerie, Where they may be found againe. And it there they þe 1 

found, will you net allow them, becauſe the, many gannot other- 

wiſe ſhew them ? Now we have the ſacred Scrip:ure, where 

our Evidences are fately recorded. ' Sutfige .ic then, thac there 

we ſhew them. The contrary opigion, doth , manifgitly eſtabliſh 

Traditions nowritten, a$ the Papilts,, doe. And tq give the Rea» 

der ſome intimation. how the © kurches of Chritt cameiin time. 

Foc ( aid that in ſhort rime after the Aportles ) to loſe their liberties ; 
magoga, & 1 craye leave of you to no!e-that pailage in Ambroſe .( who lived-, 
poſter Eccle- within, the fourth Century ) upon 1.7 5m. 5+ (Sy panzgega, & polkea, 
2 Ecclcha, &Cc. The SeWers"Jyuogrgues yd 4' re target cy Gbyi ſtraw. 
_—_ Charch trad Elders, withont whoſe comn(ell nothing was dong mm. 1he., 
ini Church," Which by what neglett it grew out of a(1, | know not, un 

apchatur in eſſe 6: Were perhaps the fliath, or rather pride of the Teachers mtil f, 

Eel Gi. alan, they mould {ceem to b« [ome bady.. So An braſy the Bilhop' of 
aa qua A4;/{zx confelled,. I confelle I cannot ſhew. many, ſuch inſtances or: 

gc records,as perhaps Your ſclte in your multifarious reading may ob= 

- (1114 8h . . . P 

= :- ſerve: But this one, from ſuch a reverend and ancient author too, 

gum Of pious memory.. may ſerve inſtead of many ;. coalidering aiſo' 
dia, aur that-this, is. The, greater 'RArjty, .And[ antiquity, and; muck.to be. 
gslu- wondred ac, how-it.eicaped the expurgatorie: /xdex, by thoſe that -- 

p | were the firſt fachergot the: Myltery. of Iniquity , , that they. did; 
iv. Notquice expunge this record allo, xhat got a- pin of the old} pat»! 

| terge ſhould, remaine.;, Now, that. the Ghurc, chis, Ancient there 
went, fpaakeyh of, was purticylas- Egpgregatipn, anlwerable to, che Sy-" 
brofii nagazuc, gaverned by the Counſel -of igs. owiy Elders, canngs 
Saf pi/i. bedenyed, . Whereby, all men; may, cleerly ;{cejn, how ſhoxr 2 - 
p-1-5, hve the Goyeragment al.Churches, inſticaigd by Chajlt «nd. his]. 
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how of theſt Eharthes, - 
ſs guck', 'Which'"is manifeſtly 'tmcrite ," ug hath'be 
fore. +3. Though churches fpringing oar? of 
dependence on them, what is this to churches that are far diſtant 
on. from another, and never had ſuch a ground of relation one to 
atzother ? Beſides the Hatmonie of confeſſions'; which yer quore 
tor you.” ( thongh I firide not that in thoſe plites chey ſay any 
thing to the poinc ) yet'SeAR.*x 1. tap. of the Kryerzthar the Keyes 
are committed to each particular, even the leaſt Ecclefiaſticall So- 
ciety. Thirdy, Chriſts true churches here en carth, are, not to 
"  1oln, Þ*© * limited to this or that Place ; as; becauſerhere are 6 many 
 AQs.c. 3; Pariſh-s,Dioceſes, Provincts;in a civill State, therfore rHibſclmuſt be 
Marth 28. 20. fo many fixed, ParoCihall, Dioceſan, Provinciail churches. And 
here, Brother Prozxe , would reduce ( ranguam ev peſtlimeinio ) 
the Previnciall, Dioceſan , Parochiall church- Government, te 
the fame forme it had*þefore > Would you haye the Proyin- 
ciall Arichbiſhops ; with their 'Didtefan Biſhops , ard *Paro- 
chiall clergie, or Ptieſts ſet uþ again ? For a Prouince hath rda- 
tion to its Provincial, and a Dioceſe ro its Dioceſan, and 7 Pariſh 
(ro ſpeak in the old Dale ) to ity Pariſh-Pricſt. Da vexiam ver» 
bv. And as for diviſion of Provinces, Dioceles,'and Pariſhes, 'into ' 
+ ſo many churches, yon know where and* whetr it :began;' For 'in 
dSlydor Vir- the yeer 267. Dyonifns Biſhop of Rome mate this diviſion: 
Ive Inven- which divifion turned the churches mto a Babyloniſh confa- 
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an $: inthefaith ; bur if net, 


you diſirt' x falſ ſuppoſe; May it pleaſe you then , brother, 
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: ts the oncier <fche qqampic both. of 2a Baptiſt and .of Chtiſt "+8 
himſelf, and of the Apoltles, who * all = [7 did call and * Mar-3, 5 
gather chriſtian churches ouc of the Jewes church :* which rr ," 
might-ſuffice to fatisfie. apy mans conſcience in this point; and *** 5498 
{o much the mare, when, chey conſider this is a time of Reforma» 
tion, and we haveall cakea a coycnant each to go before other, 
in reforming not only our ſclves , but all others within eur line, 
according to the word of God. And again, che caſe between our 
Reformation at this time, and thar of the Jewes church , is much 
alike : For as th awas the Golpell-Reformariony fo is xyiis ; as 
that was a gatheriag of ſuch churches our of that of the Jewes, 
as acknowledged Chriſt co be their onely King and Law-giver, 
to gevern coniciences and Churches by his Word, when tke reſt 
of that chutch , even the main body of it , did rejze&t Chriſt , and 
renounce him for their King , this being the very Title ſet over 
him on his crofſe , for Which they crucified him : So the preach- 
ing up of Chriſts Kingdome in theſe dayes, is that which cal- 
lech and gathereth thoſe unto Chriſt , who acknowledge him a- 
lone for their King to govern them; and this out of thoſe, that doc 
not, . or Will not Wbmit unto his Kingly governmrne, bur depend 
upon the ſole determination of men, what -kinde of church-go- 

- vernement they will ſer up in the Land, which you tell us 
muſt be ſ#table ro the lawes and cuſtomer of the Realmryand manners 
of the people, 

Bur there is yet one thing more, for which you ay, you can ſee 
no ground, and thatis particular charch-government, Why, bro- 
ther, why ſhould the lawfulncſle of this be doubted, whether ex-- 
plicit ori4mplicic ? It is the churches wiſedome and care , yea, 
conſcience and duty too, as we humbly conceive to admit of 
none but ſuch as can give ſome account of the worke of grace. 
wrought in them , theugh bur in the leaſt degree, yet in truth, ſo - 
faras we may diſcern them co be Saints : fer ſuck onely are fir 
members of a church , or body of Chriſt, fo as-to partake- of 
tholc holy Ordinances of Chriſt , which none butvifible- Saints: 
ought,ro partake ef. And who are fir to receive the Seales of the\ 
covenant ,' buc ſuch as profeſle to be in covenant > And ſurely if 
any ſhall refuſe to make this profeſſion of their being in cove- | 
nant, 48 bring aſhamed thereoſ,, with what conſcience can the» 
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© Chiitch admic itheut. ind fellewihip/fUAnd yolv kill WHIP 5 a 
& -** time'of Reformation, atid we: have lots; been ode? 'a yoke'bf 
*  '” Antichriſtiza-goverameit jan of / hamane-+-otdinances -in the 
* *  wwurſdpotGod ; wherein we lavealt yiolated Gut vow and cove- 
WT: ranc ined 41M. onr names/in Dato Biptilnie :'/Nowy'! doth notiith- 
7! jon'roqure, 'thavwe dAhould reteav- ofr' covenant'in oufiewnPptr- 
"2 foris 5; wheriwe comexventer into the way of Reformation, and 
Win 50.5.  thavin/as tell a mayjngriay poilibly we can? And when the peo- 
$5 ple of (Gadd: cduw our, of 'Babyloa to .inhabic lerulalem again, 
Fey they Ade #! covcnentamong) themſelves, when Reking the wny 
With tbetr'fates thirhorward, they ſay," Come axdblet ts joyn ont fdbves 
teile Lord iden perpetual Covenunt tht hail not bee forgotren, The 
culc is 'Ours in a gredt meaſure, who are now inquiring (the 1ay to 
$104 , 'mith dh ucest thuherward z and thall we be abaſhed- to come 
ro'Sion: from! all:thereliques of Babylony /and'riot ifticite vneane- 
ther ,' asxthey Uid:; to/enter: incos perpetual} covenant with the 
Lord Chrift , 'as our onely King not'to beiforgotren 2 And the 
hke wee read Era 10.5.; and Nebews.' 9. 38.16 did King eA/z, 
| 20Chrox. 15.125) Now.it any :require- an exutple! hereof in the 
E. Kew . Teftament;ilanfwer, what needs: it1;0uþ hen Wee have if#n 
2 che Old "Whar example have we in the New 'Teſtamenc' For 
S$ 17 9,10, baptizing of Jnfancs ? |. Yet having 4;*.commtidament'in the Old 
#21 3,14* for circumnciſing the Infants of bcleeving” Abrabam, 4s being in- 
ll cluded ih the fame covenant with faicktall Abraham, the incaite 
_ of this Covenant mever yet wut off, /butirtachirg? to all Abrahams 
4.115 ſeed; walking.in the fteps'of+ Abr lance think now under the Gol- 
5 pac faars of beletying -partncs profeſſing to be n+ covenant, 
"= have the” fame'right' unto baptiſine , as being* within the 'cove- 
nancy'Which theinfancts of belecving . 45> ahaws had unto'cirbumt- 
cifiorp (im ſtead whereof: bapcitine: by Gads-inftiturzoh ſiicceed- 
ed) andithis by aſtrit charge add command from God: (Gem ty. 
T3, 14. }' which-is as ſtrong- now for 'baptizing of Infancs/of be= _. 
leeving parents-,” as it was to the infants of belteving Abrabam 
for circunciſiots Again, whit'example, yea or: preceprt is ther of 
4 giving womewthe Lords Suppet the New Teſtament yer up- 
IF on good conſcqaence it is drawn from thehes: gt this by 
way Andzto conclude this poi}, awhat- reafoli: el any wmiith > 
EF * bring againtbthis particular ' Chutewoventa 3 Audaf y doc. 
= "I ; .. - 
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difrelifk ie , they are onely fuch as take a diſguſt of the way it- , .* _ 3 
ſife; and then no marvell if every thing abou ig be | : 

s 3 and queſtioned, though no other reaſon can be given of it, buc a 

|» Nolamus : ſuch as none mr gave when they faid of Chrjtt, 

” Nolumus :* We wil not 


ve this man to reigne over ws, Which K, 60. 4 


2 ſpeech was the more notorions , as being delivered by an Fm- 1c 
* boſage,a ſolemne aQR of State of the Elderſhip,and they his own 
| Cicizens,chough a lictle after (yerſ.29,) he deelarosrhem his 6- 
nemies, and for this very thing, that chey would nocheeſhoald 
on oyer them, commandech them co be broughe and {laine . 
ere him, Bur this by the way, though act unworthy of wife 
mens {ad obleryation. 
Objelt, Bur it will be aid , wee have covenanted already in 
the Nationall Covenanc, 
An/w. Ttus is againft things upen ſuppoſition, that we were 
convinced of the evill of them, bur nor about our own perions, 
as enquiring whether we indeed are willing to give up our 
ſelves to the Lord Iefus. 2. This was put in by fuch outward an- 
thority, that many for feare tooke it, which a Charch- covenant. 
under the Goſpe!l (where che people are to be ſuck as come wil- z 
lingly) will not beare ; for the Law indeed there was ano- \ 
ther order, bur appointed by God, that they might be forced co " 
the covenant that they had received in cheir;farhers : bye owr 
fathers were over-awed, and ſecondly, no ſuch order now, 


T he eighth Dueſtion, The, | 
| This queſtion , though ſomewhat involved and pms 
; - with many branches, yet the ſcope being to prove a Nationall 

Church , and fo a common Presbycerian Claſſicall goyernmenc, 
to which particular congregations, perſons, ooght to be jubor- bu 
dinate, and thereby an apparent ſubverfion of che Novell Inde- % 
ent invention. (Thele are your words.) \ 

The whole [ reduce into form thus : i 

«« Where there bee infallible proofes of Nationall Churches, Þ ropof1 

* there of negeſſiry muſt be a common Presbyrerian , Clafſicall e 
* goyernment, to which particular congregations, perſons,ought 

* ro be ſubordinare, to the apparent ſubyerfion of the NQFEL 
_ * INDEPENDENT INTL 7 __— 


+” 


£30 ' eA V indication of thoſe Char:hes 

, ; "ff ſumpticn. * Bur there be infallible proofes of Nationall Churches ; as the 
i « Catholick Church,the Naricnall Church of che Jewes,the Sy» 
© nodall Aſſemb!y of the Apoſtles, Acts r 5. who made and ſent 
« binding decrees to the Churches ; {econded. with all Oecu- 
« menical}, Natiorall, Provinciall Councels, Syncds , and the 
« Church-goverament exerciſed throngkour .che world in all 
« Chriftian Rea!mes; States, from their fiſt reception. of the 
<« Goſpell, till this preſent ; compared with twelve. places of 
« Scripture at rhe lealt,&c, | KE.4 

©. Therefore there mnlt be of necaſſity,a common Presbyterian 
« Claſhcall goverament,to which particular Congregations, per- 
« ſons, ought to be ſubordinate,tothe apparent ſubverfion ofthe 
F Novel Padependent Irventions: 

Now forauſwertothis large Argnment, brieflly : And firft, 
cothe Propoſition; I deny that you can bring any infallible 
proofes,or one proof, chat there either are, or eyerhaye been any 
N:tionall Churches by any other inſticution , but meerly hu- 
mane; nor any one of divine inſtiturion, bur _ that of the 
Jewes in the old Teltament, and pow. wholly diffolyed ; -of 
which ve haye (poken ſufficiently before : And which alſo was 
vot onely Nationll,but in a manner Oecnmenick and uniyerſall, 
as appeares Acts 2. and ſuch therefore as I hope youcontend nor 
for now ; for then there would bea Pope, as there was an high. 
Prielt then &c, And brother, you muſt give us leave ro ftand 
vponthis, asfor our lives, that we dare rot admit of any Chur- 
ches, as the rue and genuine Churches of Chriſt, which are 
fort cf his owne inſtitution, that 1s, ſuch as are nor called: and 
gxthered by the voyce of Chriſt 1n his word, andby thar Sceprer, 
of his ſwayed , and by that alone Law ot his governed. And 
thereſore be intreated, good brother, not toprefie upon us ſuch 
your Chunct.es, whoſe nor onely inſticution 1n their ſeverall di= 
viſions, bur government alſo in their combinations, is meerly 
humane, and therefore as a houſe founded 6n a ſand, : which a- 
gain a ſtorme cannot Rand You mult firſt be able tofound your 
Nartionail Church inthe Scripture, or affhre your telte, if aman 
will build ny on it a common Presbyteriall Cliflicall govern- 
ment, and dwell there, he will bring ag old houſe uson his head, 
when God ſhall beginzo tormin. * | 
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— * Butts come to your perticnlat inftances in the Aſſumption, 
for the proofe of your Nationall Church. The firſt is, the Ca- 
tholicke Chnrch throughont the world. What is this to a Nz- 
cionall Church? Though the Catholick inchude all the trne Chnr= 
ches throughout the world ,- yer doth ic not therefore conchnde | 
ay Church to be Nationall, | "ok 

"Theſecond inſtance is, rhe Natiohall Church of the Jewes, = 
and from hence youcn conclude ag little'for your Nationall 
Churches ; as betore we have fhewed. For bring us any one Na- 
cionall , that Is one intite Church , or congregation , asthar of 
the Jewes was : Or, that is of one family, as that was: or, thae 
is atype of Chriſts ſpiriraall Kingdome, as that was : or, that is 
the unyeriall Church of God vifible on earth , as that was : or, 
that is governed by the like lavves , that that was : when yone 
ſelfe doe confefſe , that the 'goyernment of your National] 
Churches is to be regulated by humane Lawer, Cuſtomer, Mars 
ers, and not by Gods word alone ; whereas that of the Jewes 
was wholly goyerned by Gods own Law, and not ar all by the 
Lawes of men, untill it came to becorrupted, contrary ro the ex- 
preſſe Law of God, And you confeſſe alſo , that the goyern- 
ment of your Nationall Chnrohes is alterable , acgording to the 
L awes, Cuſtomes, Manners of ſeverall Nations : whereas the go- 
yernment of the Church of the Iewes was unalterable , ll 
Chriſt hirmſelfe did put a period to that Oeconomy. In a word, 
your Nationall Churches are a mixed multitude, conſiſting for 
the grezteſt part of prophane perſons, being az a confuſed lump, 
whereof there are nine parts of leayen co one of pure flowre, 
ſo as the who'e is miſerably ſoured , and the flowyre mae alto- 
Serher mmſayoury *: But that of the [ewes, in its naturall and ex - 
rernal} conſtitution, was all holy , * an holy Nation, a Roy! DRE, - y, 
Drieftheod ,' a peckliar People , * all the congregation holy, nr th 2 
every one of them : So ax in Ro one particular, doe your Natio- 
nll Chuxgnes hold parallell with that of the Iewes, no not in the 
leaſt reſemblance» 

Your third inſtance is the Synodall Aſſembly of the 4- 
poſtles, » Elders, and Brethren at Feruſalem , Acts 15. who 
 madeand ſent Binding Decrees. tothe Churches, And what of 
; this , brother? Therefore Nationall -Churches , cr general 
"ih Rs BAG Coun. 
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Councels, oc Provinciali, tave the like power to make and im- 
poſe binding Decrees, and jend chem to the Churches ? Why, 
fick of all , that Aſſembly was not any Nationall Church repre- 
tearative, Secondly , neither was it a Generall or Provinciall 
Councel!, Thirdly , being an Aſſembly of the Apcftles, with 
the Elders and Brethren, it could not erre : for the Apoſtles 
had inofallibility of jurigement, being gmded by the holy Ghoſt 
infallibly, and the Elders and Brezhren did afſent to their derer- 
minations. And was there eyer iuch a Synodicall Aſſembly fince 
that ? Had cuer any Couucell beſides that, infallibilicy of judge- 
ment ? Sheyr it, brother, and then wee will beleeve they may 
make Binding Decyees, and wee will ſubmit unto them. Nay, 
dare any Aﬀembly of men on carth ſay, Ir ſcemed good to the holy 
Ghoſt, and Us? That's enough for the black mouth of blaſpbe« 
my, the Roman lying Oracle. But in your ſecond thovghts,you 
traverſe this * place more largely , which wee ſhall conſider 
when we come to it. In che mean time, what I haye here and be- 
fore ſaid, may ſuffice to ſtay the Readers Romace. 

Bnt youadde, All this is ſeconded with all Occumenicad, 
Nationall, Provinciall Conncels , Synods , and the Church -go« 
vernment throughout the world in all Chriſtian Realmes , States, 
&c. Alas, brother, all theſe put rogether, are in no ſort ſutable 
co makea ſecond to that Apoſtolicall Aſſembly ; they cannot 
hold the leaſt proportion with 1t, to make a ſecond to that un- 
ſampled ſamp!ie, thongh they make never fo great a ſumme. 

And whereas you make the up-ſhort of this your queſtion, to 
the apparent ſub verſion of Novell Independant Invention, ( theſe 
be your words ) we have proved it to be neither mans /rvention, 
but Gods own inſ{titution,nor Nevell,as having its foundation in 
the New Teſtament; noryet [ndependext, otherwiſe then that it 
depends not upon any humane aurhority,or juriſdiction ont of it 
{elf; not upon any ſuch conformity ro humane /awes, or cu/lomes, 
or manners of eyery Nation or peop'e, as yon ſpeake of. Neither 
doe you take away our Argument from themott uſuall phraſe 
of the Apoſtles calling the Churches in the-plurall , by ſaying, 
Hiſtorians often ſpeakg of the Churches m England : for they doe 
nct lo ſpeak when they mean the congregations, bur the material 
Temples ; but ſpeake of England as one Church when they | 
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Thns reduced in ſumme : 


«« Churches peace and welfare, they tranimitted to poſteritie ; 
«« Bur che Apoſtles had and nled ſuch liberty &c. 


| « in allages lucceeding the Apoſtles, in ordaining, ſupplying, 
& inftirucing new Rites,Qrders,Canons, for rhe Churches peace 
« and welfare. 

I anſwer to the Propoſition : 1. That-the Apoſtles themſelves 
had no other libertie to dee any thing abour the calling, plancing, 
ordering, and regulating of Churches . but what they had im- 
mediarely given chem by Chrift, and his Spirit. 4. This liberty 
io given'them reached no further , ren to thoſe things onely 
which were given them in charge, and which they accordingly, 
as faithfnll Stewards , did praftiſe concerning the Churches. 
Even as Chriſt himſelte , being the So» of God, and ſer over his 
houſe, was faithful in all things, doivg nothing, bur what he had 

ſpeciall Commiſhon and Command from the Father. So ay, 
if the Son himſelfe, God bjeſſed for ever, took nor the liberty tc 
himſelf ro doe what himſelfe pleaſed, as Mediator, thovgh as the 
Sonne he thought it no robbery to be equall wth Ged the Father ; 
but did every thing as he had. received commandment from him: 
how mneh Jeſſe haye the ſervants of God 2ny hberty ro doe 
what pleaſerh chem, bur chat, ard thoſe things alone, which they 
have in command from their Mafter. If theretore they who pro- 
feſſe ro ſucceed the Apoſtles in their ſeveral! generiticns , will 
challenge the fare liberty , which the Apoſtles had and uſed a- 
bour the Churches of Ged, they muſt firlt of all ſhew us their 
immediate Commiſſion from Chriſt , as the Apoſtles had. Se- 
condly, They muſt all ſhew us, that what they doe in Church- 
matters, ander colonr ——_ of Apoſtolicall liberty, is 

3 


vaderſtand the people; and there hath not been ſhewen any de> 
pendence of thoſe Churches, as the dependency of the Emnoliſh 


« Thar liberty which the Apoſtles had and uſed in ordaining, 
« ſupplying, inftituring new Rites, Orders, Canons,&c. tor the 


Propoſition. 


Aſſumption, 
E Therefore rhe ſame liberty have all Churches in the world, Concluſion. 


Heb. 3.5. 
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none other , but what they have by expreſſe command from 
Chrift by his Spirit. And thirdly, becauſe they are not able ro 
ſhew this, they mult nſe their itberty no farther, then the lifts 
and limits of Scripture doe petmir, which ho!ds forth an exa& 
and perfe& rule, tor all_preciiely to oblerye, without the leaſt 
ratiation. As knowing that ſevere law of God, often uſed in 
Scripture, and wherew:th, as with a bounder-fton2, the wiole 
Book of Ged is cloſed up, ard char with a folemne proreſtztion 
of Chrift himfelfe : If any man ſhall adde unto theſe things, God 


[all adde nnto hize the plagnes that are written in this book ; And 


if any man (all diminiſh ought thereof, God (hail take away hs part 
#t of the book of life, and out of the Holy Citie, 


But ſome will haply obje& ; This is meant, -not in point -of , 


C hurch-governmenn, Diſcipline, Rites, Ceremonies, as-left to mans 
[:berty to ordaine,aade, ſupp! 1,inſtitute according to the diverſity of 
the lawes and cuſtrmes of every Nation; but in matter of Doctrine, 
Story, and Prophecy. To which I anſwer ( though ſufficiently 
noted before, and now in one word) it wod were fo exact about 
the forme of the Tavernacle, (a type of Chriſts Church under 
cre Golpell) co haye all things obleryed according. to the Pat- 
terne ,z&ven unto the leaſt -pin ; what reaſon canzeny reaſonable 
man give, why Chrilt, the lame Law-giver.avd patterne it ielfe, 


- thould-be lefle carefull oyer his Church in the New Teſtamane, 


ſpas toleaye it ar fix and (even, to the liberty ofall Kingdemes 
and Natio«s of the world, to let up in the Chureh what: Govern 
met, Diſcipline, Rites, Ceremonies, Canons, they pleaſed, upon 
what pretence ſ2ever as for tae Churches peace-end welfare? Hath 
no: the opening ofthis ohe fluce , let in {ucitan Inundation of 
a1 manner ofknmane invenuons intiis-king, as hath wel-nigh 
drowned thexzhole world in al:manner of {aperfticion and-er- 
ropr? Therefore, my Qzare brother Priaze,-afſure your elſe, 
no: ailthe wits, not all the learning in the world, will be. able 
tc alſert this your aſſertion , but that it mult cti neceſſiy fallto 


orornd with 11s owne weight; and there, brother, let iclie, 'or. 


ratoer die , and bury it there, whenceit cane. 'Alichat Chaiſt 
2-pointed is cxaCtly to be foliowed, thougtr Chiilt was not fo 
exact in circuntiantials under the Goſpei!; b{caul2. 1. Fiat was 


a, typicail and figurative worſlyp, 2+ Clit now- looks moreto,. 
Gs | -ſubRan« +; 
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ſubſtantially, Joh. 4.24. wherein he 1gmore (trict, x Cor.g, 

And where you lay, that as inthe Apoſtles times , Chriſtians 
m::/ciplied , (oallo their Churches, Church Officers, and their 
Chupch=Government, Diſciplorewaried : Conhder that here was 
no. variation of the Rale ; bus by degrees che rule of Church- go- 
yernment and Diſcipiine-was perfected, not varied, The Temple 
was {eyen yeares in building, firſt hewing, {quaring, then erect. 
ing ſtone atter [{on2,timber aiter t:mber,each in his-proper place, 
here was no. vaziation of che.frame and forme of the. Temple all 
this while, but the worke yen up day by. day, till it came to 
perfection, according to the patrerne in writing given to Da» 
vid by the Spiric. Eyenſo, while the {pirituall Temple is fram+ 
ing, the daily goipgs up of 1t by order after order, and rule atter 
rule,is fo variation, buta graduall cending to pertection, till all 
be finiſhed ; as we now (cethe whole frame of Church-goyern- 
ment for all erue Evangelica!l Churches ſo compleared in-che 
New Teltament, as nothing under the paineaforeſaid , may Ci- 
ther be diminifhed, or adged co it. And the ame Orders are pre- 
{cribed to all the Churches; So ordaine / in all Churches, ſaith the 
Apoſile, x Cor. 7. 17. So for the collection for the Saints., and 
forthe firſt day of the weeke for publick meetings ( as before ) 
the ſame order he gives coxthe Church of Corinth which he doth 
for the Churches of Galatia, r Cor. 16: 1,2%. SO Officers choſen 
and ordayned in every Cliurch, 1. 14. 23-75t. 1. 5.7. Soas 
if one Church for the ſmalneſle ofir have fewer- Oficers,. and 
another Church tor the largene{le of ic more in rumber { as the 
. Church in Jeruſa/cn2 had need of ſeven Deacens, both tor the 
F magnitude of the Congregation, and the mu'ricude of the poore 
therein, 4. 6, } yet this mzkes ro variation in the forme or 
Church-government, as ditterir.g one from another, either for 
ſubſtance, or circumfanrce, faving cnely ſecundum nages © min 
#34, 23S alictle man 1$8.2 man, as well as the calielt man. 
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ſee downe in your Owne forme? of words, with their Ergoes, for 

2s much ag they are of your own deviting,Ltherefore leave them 

with you to confider better of them, Only ore 1 can:ot pale 

_ by, without wrong. to.Chrilt , co his word, to His Spirit, ta his 
CS. 


In a word, thoſe Arguments, which you by way of derifion - 
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Every m2a (lay you) inhis Infancy, is borne defticuce of Re- 
ligton, of che uſe of ſpeech, reaſon, underſtanding, faith, legs,&c. 
Ergo, He ought to continue ſo, when he is growne a man, 

Yec this is che mains Argument of fome Independ:nes ; fay 
you: O brother | Of what Independents ? As w this Ar- 
gument? Becaule they hold, that in nothing they ought to ſwerve 
from the exaR Rule, Gods Word, for the government of Chur- 
ches ? And dog you eompare the Scripture (as it was in the A- 
poſtles time) to a child in his Innecency, defticute,8c ? So as, 
if we will not cranſgrefſe che bounds of Scripture for Church- 
goverment, we doe as much in effec, as argue, Every wan in hs 
Infancy » borne deſtitute of Religion,&C. "ge, be ought to con- 
tinue {o, when he is growne a man ? We goe no furcher, 
then che Scripture leads ns; therefore we are a company of In- 
fancs., Good brother, eall in theſe extravagants. 2. We ay rhe 
Churches were as perfeR then agever fince ; chey had all Ordi- 
nances, the moſt eminent Officers, the molt large gifts,&c, and 
as many ina placecalled tothe Faith , as can be ſhewen in any 
one place ſince, to have come 1n yoluntarily to the Goſpell, 47. 
8. 10. 12. Chap. 21. 20» 


Thetenth Queſtion. 


This Queſtion is reduced thus; 

«« Snch as cannot produce any one ſolid reaſon, why they oughc 
* not (in point of conſcience)willingly ſubmit to a Presbyreriall 
*: Government, incaſe it ſhall be eftabliſked among vs, by the 
«« generall confenr of the Synod, and Parliamenc, as moſt conſo- 
<« nant to Gods Word,the Lawes & Government of our Realme: 
« ©ught to be repnted to be in a high degree of Obſtinacy, Sin- 
« oularitie, Arrogancy, ſelf-ends, and peremptory Schiſme. 
« Bur Independents caunot produce any one folid reaſon, why 
« they ought not fo to doe, as aforeſaid. 
«© Theretore Iadependencs ought co be reputed to be in a high 
« degree of Obttinacy, Singularity, Arrogancy, ſeif-ends , and 
« peremptory Schiſme. 

Now truly brother, a heavie charge you lay upon thoſe poore 
creatares you doe fo becall Independents, As 1, of Ob buys 


ENTS at wWwlkwE. ata cr 
I. commmonh called Independent. 
If char be 0bftinacy, agarnlt mens conſciences not to yield blind 
obedience co mens commands in point of Religion. 2, Ot ſings») 
larny. If that be Sugs/arity,tor a tew to enter 1nat the (trait gare, 
and to walk inat the narrow way. If that be ſingularity , to doe 
thac which che multitude will gor doe : to gone under che go- 
* v< ramen: of Chrifts Kingdome, in the Government of our con- 
” ſciences, and of his Churches which is a Priqciple, you your 
ſelfe in rermes c:nno;, dare nor deny, 3, Of Arregency : If that 
be Arrogancy, for one Church not to Cxalt it ſelfe over another, 
or for Paſters not to Lord it over their flocks, 4. Of ſeife-ends : 
If chat be ſe/f ſeeking, which (if any orber) is a ſelf-denying,and Lufte g.2 5, 
a taking up of our croſle dayly, ay Malefatiors ready to becerncte 
fied, as withoue which reſolution wee cannot follow Chritt, It 
tha: be ſeife-ſeeking,ro !tcip our (elves of the prefermencs and 
favours of the world, to be expoſed naked to the reproach of all, 
to be acconnted the out-calis of the world, and the off: ſgonring ; 
of all things, as at this day. And laſtly, Of peremptory ſchrſme : Ws 
If that be fchiſme, whereby we ought co ſeparate our ſelves trom 
= x" all doctrines contrary to what is delivered, Rem, 16, 17. and (o 
farre as is poſs1ble, fi om all the rudiments of rhe world,trem the 
Ordinanees of men, which are not atter Chriſt, that ſo wee 
might adbere to him, and walke in hm, being tawg't by him, as Eph.r.2x) 
the t.»th 11411 lefas. Col.2.6. 
Bur nov, hit theſe [dependents ſhould undergo all theſe, 
TY ax\xe4s ard ſpeeckes, and yet not to be able to ſhew one (o- 
lid :eajon for it, furely rhen,a tools cap and a bell were fitteſt for 
them. But I hope, bro:her , if you have buc read bicherto, and 
well weighed in a juſt ballance, the many reaſons we have alrea- Cal 
dy given you,perhaps in (ome of chem at leaſt, if not in all, you 
will 6nd (omething,that may challenge the citle of ſo45d, in your 
clexrer and more (6lid jndy ment. 
. Now to your Argument. Firft of all I might deny the neceſsiry 
of the conſequence of yourPropolition, For it is not nece{iatythat 
every truth fhonld ceaſe to be truth , becauſe every one cannot has 
(hew a folid reaſon f..r ir, The fire hath an efſentiall form.and yer *2/< 1am 
no man can find it out, Ic burneth, yer none can ſheyy a (olid rea- ron, Ng 
en why. TheMartyrs ſome of chem profeſſed they could not diſ- Exercigy ” 
| Pute for thar cruch chey held:but(@y they jmecngee toric And,  _* 3 
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what if chat Chucch-government , which your /ly /nlependents 
hold,be a txu.h,and yer ſome of them not able to ſhew one ſolid 
reaſon forit? Maſtic cheretore nor bee a truth ? As the Apoltle 


ſaith, What if ſome did not beleeve? Shall their unbeleefe make the ' 


faichof God without ef felt ? 

Buc I fluily deny your Afſumptien;and affirme, that your [n- 
dependents bath have, and doz, and can produce many ſolid Rea- 
ſons,why they may nor,ought not in point of Conſcience , wil- 
lingly ſubmit to ſuch a Presbiceriall Government, as you pre 
ſcribe, becauſe framed by the genecall conſenc of a Synod and 
Pariiameat , conc-1ved by them as conſonant to Gods Word, 


the Lawes and Govyernmenr of our Realme. One Reaſon 1s, * 


( 9nſonant to Gods Word, and conforme to thr Lawes of this, or any 
other Realme,canncr itand together ; as before. 1s ihewed. 4nd 
the reaſon hereof 15, becauſe C hriſts Kingdome is (otranicendenr, 
fo abſolute,diltin&t, ſndependenty(it you will) as it is ro: cbliged 
co contorme and ftoop to Lamane lawes , ard peiplies moanners, 1s 
you put a neceſſity upon ir, A ſecond Reaſon; becauſe you re- 
quire obedience to that, which men ſhall co: ceive conſonwt to 
Geds V Yord,&c. Touched alſo before,and now againe to put yon 
12 mind, And cherefore upen this ground we ovghe not 1h point 
of conſcie.ice to ſubject and captivate our faith re mens opini- 


ens. A third Reaſon, why we may not doe it, 15s, becanſe you re- ' 


quire abſolute obedience ro the generall conſent of Afſemb!ly and 
Parlameer, Now wee dare not pin our faith upon generalitie 
of mens opinions, The generality of the votes of the [ewes State 
carried it away, to crecifie their King, If the whole world migh: 
voce this day, the generality would .be againſt Chriſt , as hee is 
indecd the onely Anoynted King,Prielt, and Propher, Whar .if 
the generality vote amife, while yer they may conceive all ro bee 
right, becauſe coxſonavt to what they molt :fe&t? No, though 
erthodox and godly , as was ſhewed before in the inſtance of 
Paphmtins1n the Councell of Nice, A fourth Reaſon ; Becanſe 
we acknowledge Chrijft alone to be Lord of our Conſcience, and 
no power of men on earth herein to be joyned with him. Harm, 
(onfeſ.ſeft-11, The Magiſtrate rules the body, net the mindr. 
And therefore we dare nor ſubjacare our conſcience to hamang 
layes, cuftomes, and manners, as to Gods \Ford , with which 
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you doe fo equally yoake them. So as wee anſwer you with 
the Apoſtles, when all the {ynedrien of the Tewith State with 
one generall yoyce ime:d:ed them trom preaching in Chrilts 
Name : Whether it be equall in th: fight of God, toobey you ravher 
then God,judge ye. A fiica Realon:Becanſe the Holy Gholt by the 
Apoſtle exprefly condemns al! humane Ordinances in marters 
of faich and Re!1gian, whereof Church: govergmench 2 branch, 
and a doQ-inall part, ſo as mans 1zw therein may not bind the 
conſcience ; As ( 9. 2. from verſe $. to the end of the Chapter, 
A fixth Reaſon : Becauſe it is Aniichritiian to deny Leſus to bee 
the Chritt , that is, the onely King , Priett, and Prophet of his 
Church. Hee is an Antic{;i# , thar denieth any ot thee three 
Offices, But co deny Chritt co be the onely King of his Church, 
is to deny him in vne of his Iacommunicable Ofhces, And they 
thus dey [eſirs ro bee th: Chriſt, that place man with Chrilt in 
his throne , that fet bnmare Lawves ant ( nſtomes of all Nations 
chezk by jowle with the #ord of Gol. Hece leſus is denied to 
be the Chriſt, I conld here adde many more reatong to theſe ; 
bur cheſe may ſuffiſe, rhar you may ſee there bee ſome Reaſons 
which your /rdepende» ts can prodrce, and thoſe fs ſolid, asthe 
Gates of hell ſhall not prevaile againt, 

Bur, fay you, 'f we thus claime exemption from fach Hndirg 
Decrees of men in the mutters of Chrift, and rþ1t import of con+ 
feience,then may alſo Papiffs, Arabaptiſts, ard all other /etts claing 
the like exen:ptions,pon the like grown1s. Brother, for char, hope 
you will put a difference beryyeen orthodox Churches, and he - 
rerodox, But I fay 2gune, for any mans conſcience , bes it never 
ſo erroneous , 2s ihat of Pagiits , yer certainly the conſcience of 
ſuch ſimply conſidered 1n it ſelte, nor you , norany man in che 
world hath 2ny thing to doe, fnrcher rhen co inftrut and adme- 
niſh, and labour to enforme and iedtifie:enforce it you may not. 

Bur ſhat! we tolerate Popery, and fo idolatry in ovr Lande 

l anſwer; It is one thing to colerate Popery and Idolatry pub- 
lickly ina land, and aro her to rolerare a manin his (onſcience. 
Magiftrates may not tolerate open Popery and Idolatry to be fer 
ny it che land : but the confeience of a Papiſt, they are no m1- 
fork, ,or judges of. If the Civill-Magiltrate ſee any of Gods 
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for naught; evill ations he mult puniſh : bur hee hath nopower, 
over the conſcience of any,to puuiſh 2 man tor thar, ſo long as 
he makes ao open breach of Gods Commandemeats,or the juſt 
1wes of the Land And fo in the reft, And, brether,-in your 
ewelfch 2ucſtion,you confeſle ſo much , reproving { buc how 
juttly ) your /#4ependents for cenſuring the very hearts and ſpiri= 
tuall eft ates of others; and alleadging that Seriprute , that forbids 
ments judge,becanſe God one'y knows mens hearts, Now, brother, 
that which you deny to orhers, as.to bee judges of mens hearty, 
and ſpirituall eſtates , why will you either aſſume it co our 
ſelfe,or attribute ic to others,by placing them in C!riſts throne, 
and thereby diſplacing Chritt himlelfe > As the Apoftle faith, 
Who art thou that judgeſt ansthers ſervant > To his Maſter he 
fandeth , or falleth, Much mere , who art thou , that judyeſt 
Gods ſervanc > And ver.10. Ard why doſt thou judge thy brethar ? 
Or why doſt thou ſet at naught thy brother* We ſhall all fand at the 
[udgement ſeat of (briſt.Churiſt therefore is the tole Iudge of eve« 
ry mans conſcience; even hee alone, thar 1s the Iudge of quicke 
and dead, And brother, let me putir to your { ex(ci:xce, Doe 
youthink ir equal}, that either your contcience ſhould bea rule 
of mine, or mine of yours ? Aad it no one mans conicience may 
be che rule of azothers; ceria nly neicher may all the mens con« 
- fciencesin che world be the Indge of any one mans. 2-'How e- 
yer we finde neither rule, example, nor realon trom Scripture, 
to force men to Religion originally ; ye: the R2bins ſay, if 
man kept the ſeven precepts of Nah, hee might not bee torced 
further, 


The eleventh Cineſtion, 


' Concerning this queſtion,ic containeth in ic nothing but grie- 
vous inyecives againſt the way you call /zderexdent : You call 
it « Seminary of Schiſmes and dangerous divifioens in Church,Stare: 
So did Terts//as the Iews Adyocate againit Paw/icharge him for 
a peſtilent fellow,and 4 wover of ſtditiov among al the [ews,ythrough» 
out the wir'd, ARs 24.5, You pretend to ponder it inthe bal- 
lance of Scriptuce, or right realon ; bur you neither ſhew us 
Scriptre aor right reaſon,to ballance ic in, Yon call it 4 Plood= 
Le to let in an [ningation of herefier;erroroiſeitt, bertmniſme, and 
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lawls ſnefſe, without means of ſuppreſiing themgwhen intrequced.For 
this you bring Mr.:{l:am his bioody teneac, Now ſuppoſe him, 
or his booke, hereticall : will you make the way of Chrilt fo 
roo 8 There was one [xdas a trator, ſhall therefore all the 
relt ofthe Apoſtles, or their Apoſtolicall calling,be {o roo ? You 
alleadge alſo Auabaptif:call, intinomian, hereticall , Arhriſhicall 
#pinions, as of the Soules mortality, Diverce (at pleaſure : will you 
thereſore father all cheſe upon Chiiſts Kingly government ? In 
Luthers time iundry herelics prung up ; was Lnther therefore 
either the cauſe or occalion of them ? Doe we a>t know, that 
Moxhes are bred in the pareft cioith ? And the aunghills fend 
forth ftrongelt favours when the Sanne ſhines hottett, Is eithec 
the cloth the proper cauſe of the moth, or the Sunne of the 
ſtinking vapour » Never greatec errers have bin, then ſince the 
Goſpell hath clearly ibincd forth, Tru it is indeed,that thefe dt - 
viſions,and diverſities of opinions, are with bleeding hearts to 
be bewailed : But ſhall che Goſpel of the Kingdome beare the 
burthen of all? Thiswere, as with the Chriſtians in Rome in 
Nerees time ; when any judgemen: of Lol fell upon the City, 
he would ff1!l :mpy.e it to the Chrittians,and punith chem for it, 
But we are taughe petrer, When che good ,Husband-man ſowed 
pure wheat in1a his fizid , the enemy came and ſaperſeminated 
cares; ſhali wee therefore blame the whe.t , becauſe the cares 
come up with them # | 

Bn: that you impure to chis way libertiniſme and lawlefneſſe: 

Goo: brocher cenfide',are we /:berrines ? or are wee lawleſſe ? 
Nay may wee not here1r: plead for our telyes, that in all things 
we inCe1your to contorme our ſelyes wholly :o the law of Chritt? 
and ificany ihing we off-ad ju'tly any juſt law of the lz2nd, wee 
refu.e nor to ſuffer. Only, brocher, ler not thar Imperial Edit 
be revived,that if any confeſſed them(clyes to b2 Chriflians they 
ſhould be pur ro dezrh ; fo fach as you call [»4-prrdever, ſhould 
for chis very name ſnffer- As Terts/lian ſaid, omen pro crimine, 
when the very name of ({ bri/Fiax wis taken fora crime. And for 
meanes of fappreſcing errers, what meanes cou!d ſuppreſle choſe 
many errors that ſprung up to the (accelsive ages 0! the Vhurch? 
Warnat the word of God the onely meanes, and not hnmane 

power ? yea hamane power is as well a meanes 0 — 
Mo | [ 
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refies a$ to ſnpprefle them, Yon know what Confantine and his 


ſonne did to maintain the Arrias herefie, And orthodox Inde. 

pendent Churches areas good meansas any orher; cogerher with 

the care and countenance of the Magiltrate, if it may be had, ro 

defend them, 2nd inable them co ſend forth labourers, without 

which the Presbytery wil bee as barren, brealt and womb, as 

any other, 
The twelfth Cneſtion. 

The (undry paſſzges of this quettion, as I find them ſcatrered 
along,I ſhall glean them,znd fo bundie them up for a concluſion 
ac this tim*: For this queſtion ſeems to be a Lerra of Queries, 

And firtt, you quarrel! the Title of /xdependencie, Truly, bro« 
ther,nene of all thoſz whom you thus inticle, doe at all glory in 
this name,ſo as to giye you thanks for your ſo often ſtil:ng them 
thus in 01e poore ſheet of paper , ſeeing th y cannot imagine 
you doe it hov9r #5 gratia,while every where you ſet it as a brand, 
Notwithſtanding we are not ſo aſhamed of it, as utterly to dif- 
ciaime it; and that for two reaſons, Firſt, for diſtintion ſake be- 
ewcen us, and chat which you call your Presbyteriall goyern= 
ment. The ſecond is, becanſe this word [rdepencent is to fignifie, 
that we hold all particalar Churches of Chrift, co bee of equall 
authocity , and none to have or exerciſe jurisdiction oyer ano- 
rher , bur that each Church is under Chriſts governmenr,as the 
ſole Head, King , Lord, Law- giver thereof. Bur wee would not 
chat you ſhould give us thts as a nick name, or a name of re- 
proach, or badge of ſcorne : nor that you ſhould call us ſo, as if 
we denied tubje&ion to c:vill auchoricy in marcers of civill gos 
vernment nor yet that you ſhonld mean fuch an [ndependexcre, 
as if we heid not good correſpondence with all fiter-Churches, 
by way of conſeciation, conſulcarion, communion, communica- 
tion, mutuall conſo'ation , ſyupportation and (iv a word) 1n all 
[11ng3, duties, ci-es.as wherein Chrilts Kingdom is held up,rhe 
oraces of the Cnurches exerciſed, & the liberties of each Church 
preſerved intire , which is the glory of Chriſt, which we have 
touched before. And therefore, brother , you mighrily miſtake 
the matter, when you interpret Independenty,as not needing both 
the Commnnion and aſiſtance of other perſons, Nations,Ch Fe 


| Then ſecordly yon queſtion, Wherher rhe National] ay » | 


A V indication of thoſe Charches, 


< 


2 
c 
Fs = 


th. ith. ah. 


: commonly caled Independent; | 4 

Gm ——— — O_o ms. 
dothin ſundry reſpetts ftrmmgly ingage the Nation agatuſt Tnde- 
pendency? Truly, brother, nor ar-all, {@ long as all eur Ketorma- 

_ tion is to be reduced to, and regulated by the word of God, And 
that is a (are toundation, whereon our [ndependencie Cepen- 
derh. In which reſpeit che Natioa is by he (ovenert i-gaged for 
Independexc.e. 

Thirdly , you querce, whether if [ndependexcie (rightly taken 
Kill as before) if ripe of all diſgr:1ſing pretences, be not Phariſai- 
call , vaing lorions , ſelfe-conceitedneſſe , ©. Here, brother , you 
laſh us wich a whip of many c9rds, bur char our armonr is p:00:. 
So you have done more then ten times, yea ail along. And 
that all chis ſhould come from a fgiend,, a brother, a ijuffzier , 
from a companion, & counlellor, low hard is it to be born? ind 
you tell us of dſguiſing pretences, if ſiript; and tor this, you bays 
provided an #xm4k;ng for us, O brother , we have no {ach d:ſ- 
Euipuge, as to feare your rzwmaſhings. We may in this boldly 
an(were with the Apoſtle, 1 T hef.2. 3.45, An4 for Phariſticall, 
Spiritaall pride, v4in-glory, fngnlirity, ſe el[e-conſcitedneſſc of ſreper= 
lative hslineſſe, which as dict you tiirow lo 11berally 1a our face; 
To this brother, 1 will ſy no more buc this: $i fat off accrfaſſe , 
qua innoeens erit ? It abare an1 malicious acculaiion be ecough 
co faſten acrime, who ſhall be innocence? Ard 0d yeu cyer en- 
ter into ogr h:ares, to {ee what ſecret ſpiritual! tyncurs, and 2+ 
poltumarions be there? and if not , hew come you preſent!y , in 
the very (ame {entence, and with the fame breuth to blow. all 
this beimearing duſt into your owne face ? For you charge us 
with paſſing uncbaritable ce: ſures upon ment hearts,and ſpiritual e- 
ſtates; of which ( ay you; God noer made us Ind os, end forbids ns 
for to ſudg becauſe he onely knowes ment hearts {2s was noted be- 
fore.) Now ther, brother , why doe you thus judge rhe hearts 
and ſpirituall eſtates of your brethren? Conlider ic well in cold 
blood. And, brother, what doe youſee in the IndepenJencie, 
that you ſhould thus jug them? The Tree 5s knowre by the 
Pruits , Are they ambitions of preferments, of glory of the 
world, of fayour of great ones, of praiſe of men thit doe 


yclancarily forſake all, and ſtrip ehemſelves cf all ro follow 2 

. naked Chrift: Phariſees indeed loved the prayſe of men mere then Nudum Chrzy 7 
the praiſeef God. That's Phariſaigal!, ſo in the relt, Therefore /**,v44x5/t 
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brother,cell not the world what malice may ſuggeſt nnto youto 


think of us , but what you tce or obſerve ia ns. And yer , bre-« 
ther,the rnle of charity 18, caat you ſhonld lirtt re/l your brother 
priy ately 67 nis tault, be:o'e yuu blaze it toihe world, But thus 
at lealt we come ie know our javit, And what is 1t? Weedoe, 
(hy yer drems our ſelvestos trunſcenierntly bely ſ nFified and rilie 
gious a ove o hers; that we eſteen; them altogether unworthy of,yea 
whoily exclude them from onr ( ommun'on © ourch-ſeciety,as Pub = 
licans,heithews,or prof we ; &rſons ( theugh perhaps as good, or better 
then owr ſelys jnulejjr they wi'l ſubmit to therr( hnych-covenants,& 
government: f«ſing Al true brotherly famultarity, ſociety with then, 
So yen. Now, broitier Pryy, 1 cconfeſſe I am one of thofeywhum 
you call [n&:pexdc:15, ard did you ever obſeve any ſuch ſupercie 
lious ftrang=nc ile of carriage 1n m* towards you, an1 other of 
your aud my triends,r.6 !efte zealons againtt Independents,ihen 
your ſeife, 15 yo1ch«i ge us withall ? Haye there not been many 
1ncerchangeab'e iovitations berween you and me, with loving 
accept2tions, whereby we have enjoyed mr tuail ſociety , ip all 
ſriendly ana brotherly errertains.ent, faving fill ſome quar= 
rels about this way , bur ever parting triends > And mere tre- 
querk it had been , hid your occaſions , ard icmetimes mine 
owe, permiit:d, And neither at thisday , fince theſe your in« 
vectivescame forth , (though they were no (mall griete to me, 
and chat even for your fak-) 2m I become a greater ſtranger to 
you , Cicher in face or :ﬀection, then 1 was be'or2 Forl am fo 
periſwaded of your good nature, thar did you truly epprehend, 
and dive into the myflery « f Chrifts K:ngly government in his 
Churches and Chi:dten, certainly you would never have thns 
ſharpened and imbittered yorr tiyle againſt your brethren ; the 
Lord open your eyes to ſee ir, But however, brother , cither 
be more moderate incenſuring, or elfe cenfvre not at all, with- 
out juti c:nſe, 7 

But we exclude (fay you) as gerd or better then our ſelvs from 
communion and C hurch-ſociety with ns, Surely ir may be fo, bar, 
brother,we exclude them nor, bur they exclude themſelves, And 
you give the reaſon, becauſe chey wil not ſabmic co theChurches 
rn Bur it deth rot hence follow, that wee rherefore 
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alrogether wnworthy, Bur, brother, we eſteem the goveriiment 
of Chriſts Church ſo holy. as we cannot think them fit to be ad- 
mirecd (be they never fo good)that think fo ſlightly of the way, 
and of chem that walk in it, that they refuſe ro agree to walk in 
this way with the people of God. Would yot admir of a member 
into your family who-is dilaff-&ed with your courſes , and or- 
ders ofthe family > Whic cauſe then hath he to cumplain, ifup- 
on knowledge thereof you retuſe toentertain him ? It therefore 
every family ſhould be carefull ro provide for its own peace, by 
having all init of like affe&ion and ——— poſſible) why 
not Chrifts 6wne houle and family ? And, brother, the truth is, 
{for we love no diſgxifing,as to need aily wnmacking) wee love 
notin a time of reformation, after agencrall tin&ure of ſnperſti- 
tion and will-worſhip, blindly to gve to work, ro admit of all 
commers,and to caſt Chriſts Pearies and boly rhings to ſuch as we 
know nor.Or if we b- periwaded they be truly godly, and yer 
they are not perſwaded of the warrantablenefſe of this way, 
how canthey with a good comſcience defire communion wirh 
us? Andit not, how can the Church receive them? Nor indced 
doeany ſuch offer chemſelyes ; nor doth the Church impoſe any 
ſach conditions,as a godly Chriftiam hath canſe not to accept, 
We defire rodoe thoſe things that pleaſe God, namely, ſuch as 
he commendsand commands. Rev , 2. 2+ Chriſt comnends the 
Angell of the Church of Epbeſmue , for not hearing with thoſe that are 
wicked , and for trying thoſe that ſayd they were Apoitler , and 
were not, but were lyers. So ſome may come that profeſle 
themſelves to be Chriſtians, thar is, to be godly,to be beleevers, 
bur we dare not receive them without triall: if they refuſe ro 
be tried, we may the more ſuſpeRt them. And whar intereſt hath 
any to Church Communion, thatis not a member, or ro theſeal, 
that is notin Covenant ? And we love notto do thar, for which 
ro repent afterwards, We defire all our members may be ſuch 
as they may peaceably and ſweerly continue with us. We are 
loath to have the world offended by the unworthy walking of 
any one member. And we defire by our beſt providence to pre- 
yent, that none once admitred,, ſhould ever be caſt out again, 
* And brother, allthis we hafd to be our duty, for the preferring 
* of the honour of Chriſt, and of his Ordinances , ard of his 
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Jhurches in tbe beawtig? of bolineſſe, Others may take a broader 

wore” rhey pleaſe we ry PFge-- Church and body © 

Chriſt is not of ſo Oighic account with us, as that weſhould Care- 

Iefly and promiſciiouſly admit of every one that offer thera- 

ſelves, wi.hout fom? triall of th.m, both for the Churches ſ;- 

tisfation, and tof the account ſhze oft wate to Jelus Chriſt, 

How ſtci& the Jews were, Airſworlh in;Gen. 12, v. 17, relates 

out ofthe Rx»bines, And even Bell :rmine himfelf: had ſuch a 

c!eare apprehenſion of rhe generall nature of Chrilts Church, 

Cthough himſclfe did nor experimenrally and particularly know 

it) thar hee uſeth th.ſe words: E.cletia preeipuve, &c. The 

Ecclefia pre- Chu & eſpecrilly and intentionally, gatbere:B onely belcewers , ſuch 

ipue & 0 - ge have true fattbis their beart, Arid when any b;pocrites are mingled 


In,” = ics among ſuch as truly beleeve not 3' falleth out b.ſides the intention of the 
ELTHMN COW 


1 - Church, FO" if it could know th m,it would newer adinit them , or 

++ xcthwoag being c:ſua'ly idmitted, tt word fo thwith exc!ude them, Thus Bel» 

bub.nt. Cun: Lives e; whichh: fets down a a moſt ire ſpeculative Prin- 

autcm am ple (ch.-ugh bu: ill 2pplied,and worſe praftiſed by him and hie, 

SEL nized and ſuch I;ke,) whick yet all crue Churches ſhould be carcfu'l to 
—__ 


_ nag oblerve,an? putin praRtice. Andtruly, brother, we delirecodo 
ecid:rpreter this, that, if it be poiſidle, n-» misbeleever, no prophane liver,no 
Win: 025 hypocritebe admicred a member of Chriſts body('though an bye 
A ce - I: pocrite havirg his viz 'rd'on, may ſometimes * creep In ut- 
Ae alga: chenmbetten 
| rie- 1SUted FOr Pr. ven.ioN, WY 8148 ejicltfyir, : 
k | —— b.ſpes : 3% ſt is m re fairls kept ont, then _—_ This, brother, 
*” adnifſos, cox- jg gur cour'e, that we hold in adinirring of members; we think 
- _ hem - we cannot be too wary,though too ſtrif& we are not, We ſuſpect 
Eccleſ.l ;.c, the gold that will not abide the couch, A Chriſtian name 
Io. Secalſo may ſilver over the copper, ſuch as the S-yiprure ca'ls reprobate 
D-F.ddof ſilucr, Jerem, 6. 30. Tacugh weknow each currant can hath 
the Chur <, ts allowance of a'}ay ;andcach belecving$zinr ſo maity grains 
_ wa 7* allowance ; but all fincere , no thing counterfeit, Ahd as for 
called of 14, Church-c-venanr, we have ſuffi. i:ncly poken before.” ' 
Taper x70). The l:ſt chirge you lay upon Independence, is, wnch:rir2ble. 
Euſeo* n:ſſe, cerd.neſſ*, ard neg/ett of one anther} welfare » and the like. 
Brother, fo- uncharitableneſſe,let ou? praftiles, the beſt 


of rrue c*aricy, plead for us, weve manifeited-our e and 
———_— 
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loyalty to the State,whereof we are natural and politicaH mem- 
bers, For thefifety thereof we have powred our cur eſtates to 
the yery bottome. We dare herein compare wich all others of 
our rank and meanes/ Myfelfe a poore man, am out for the State 
between foure and five hiindred pcunds; and, I blefſe God, f 
bavedone itwirth a cheerfull bearr , nor tor ſquint reſpe&ts to X , 
lay our ſo much at once,to receive of the State fo much annuity. *_ 
Yer I ſpeak it not to glory,but you have compelled me. And be- 
ſides chcir means, none have more prodiga'ly adventured and 
ſpent their lives for the Stare, then your Independents have;and 
for none hath the God of Batrels appeared more. And bur for 
ſtirring up envie(which needs not) I ſhould put you in mind of 
HMarſton-moore, Ina word, brother, we dare challenge all rhe 
wor'd in point of fidelity to the State,and our native countrey, 
Where be they that more love, honour Qur Senat, Synod, Sync- 
drion? Who pray more frequently, more fervently fur them ? 
So that herein you cannot ſay we are Independ: nts, as for want 
of true love,and rhat of the beſt kind, to the publick Cauſe and 
State, from which our Ind-penJencie is ſo farre from ſeparating 
one hearts and affetions, with albour abilities to ſerve it, as 
th:tit bath cleared ir ſelf robe as falt & firmly unired unto ir, as 
any other whatſoever. And for true charitab;enes, brother, where 
is it to be found, ifnot inthoſe Churches you call 1ndependent ? 
But you will ſay,thislave is among our {clves. And God grant 
it may ever beſo : Yetitends nothere,but extends to all, Ar.d, 
brother, for acloſe, I chall- nge youto (hew me any une paro+ 
chiall Congregation in £ng/and, whereinthere is, or can be the 
like love one to another, the like care one for another, the like 
ſpiritvall watchfulneſſe one over another, the like union and. 
communion of members in one myſtica?l body,ina ſympathy of 
affe&ions, in ſucha fraternitieas isdeſtribed, P/al. 133. a live- 
ly type ofa crue Charch of Chriſt. Till you ſhew us the like in, 
apy of your Parochiall Aſſemv'ics, conſiſting of your mixed 
multicyde,'good brother, r: ſtrain your ſpirit ſo mightily im+, * 
bitter edagainſt us ,; Iſt in charging us wich wncharitablen. ſe,, i 
your {elf alone be found to be.uncharizable, Ando I have done: 
with your firſt !1welve — wh | | | 

** . $ : JON IE 


= 
. Fs : . ® 
= - #..* C5 
. \. >. - 
bt 


JMI 


A 
< 


COMMONLY 


INDEPENDENT. 


O R 
AN ANSWER 
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PE Y deare Brother, to your twelve new Inter- 
/, $; rogatoriesT preſent you with anew Anſwer. 
I call it new,becauſe I ſhall cull our —_ 


| ſages, as 1 find new, or not ſo much infifted 

| W on in your former twelve. Which as theyare 
': fewer, ſo I ſhall bethe ſhorter, for as much as 
=—WM=. ==>) jn the former, I have been the larger. But 
brother, I find not tharin your Book, which you pretend in your 
Tirle, ro wit, the Unmarking of Independency. Nor can we & 
it of you : for in your Prozme you ſay, that the Independents bave 
not dogmatically , and in dire termes, diſcovered the full truth of 
what they aſſert, If not, what kind of viſage will you diſcover, 
when you have taken off che mask? Surely, by yowr handling of 
the matrer, yo1 m-an to unmask ſome hags face, ſuch as p! eated 
the Painter. Which when you have done, ic will appeare to all 
the wiſc-hearced, chat it is not the face of [ndependency,as where- 
in there ſhines forth ſuch a beauty, as it ſeemeth you yer ne- 
ver law, 

In your Preface to the Comrteoms R:zder, you ſay, We politicks 
h conceale the principall grounds , and more deformed parts of cur 
Church-Platforme, for fears of miſear-ying. G20d brother, who 
told you { *. Remember your own [:ffon before, Fudge not. 
Bur indeed, hid you reproved us (yerin love and meeknefſe 
for not ſecting forth more fully a compleat Modell of this fa- 
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brick, or ſptricuall houſe, i had been ſomerhing, Which yer if of 
ir were done, you would not impure 1t to policy, thar it was not * Eph. 2.21. 
ſooner done. Bur when ir is exa&ly done, yon will find no de- A 
formed parts at all init: bur contraciwiſe a greater beauty then 

in thar Temple that $/omos baile, as being the ſpiritual! 

Temple of Jeſus Chriſt ; fo as Iam forry you are pur to the 

paines of punyping ont ony determinations (2 you ſay ) by your ne. 

ons ; When as you ſhould rather fin it as 4 fountaine flowmg Prov. F- 1E, 
forth in the ftreets, But brother, how doe you write by .Vueſtion, 
not decifion ( as you lay) when your 9 =eſtions prove tobe deci- 
fions, as your former twelve are? And what doe you els, but re. 
fiute upon bare conje ures, eAndibatarum more pugnando, as thoſe 
at blind gw For your Charges upon us are very ſore, 
and ( as many doe ſay ) bitter, fo farrebeyond reaſon, as you are 
not able truly to ſay, Wherefore. 

For your firſt Queſtion, i# hether the Independent forme of Church. 
government be any where to be found in the Old or New Teſtament : 
"2 this we have reſolved in your former Twelve Queſtions : ſo as 

this is no new Interrogatory, unlefſe you put the greater diffe- 

rence between 9neftions, and 1uterrogatories, And though it 

were in no antiquitic(which yer we have ſhewen before)n:yer- 

| thelefſe, if ir be tound in the Scripture ( as there itis ) whatſoe- 
S \ yer clo:ds of the m1 ſtery of iniquitie have darkened the luſtre of 
| it for ſo many hundred yeares: yer this cannor plead preſcripti- 
on againſt ir, For if Nulwm termpus occurrit Regi : then ſurely 

no tra&t of rime can preſcribe againſt the law of Chriſts king- 

dome, which we finde upon ſacred record. Burt where, ſay you? 

Why, brother, this Houſe of God wherein Chriſt rules as King, 

ſtands upon ſo many Principles, as ſo many mainepillars, nor co 
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| be ſhaken, As 
f. fa 1, fr is a ſpiritnall houſe, whoſe onely builder and governour 2* = 
is Chri not man. 4 
2, It is a fpirituall kingdome 5 whoſe onely King 13 Chriſt, a. 
and not man. 


2. Ic is a ſpiri-ua!l Republick , whoſe onely Law-giver is ; 
+ Chriſt, and nor man. _- *L ſ 
It is a ſpiritual' Corporation, or body, whole oncly head 
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5 Ir is a Communion of Faints z governed by Chriſts Spirit, 
not man's, _ , —_ 
6: Chriſts Church is a Congregation called and gathered oue 
of the world by C hriſts Spirit and Ward, and notby man, 
Theſe Principles are ſuch, as the Adverlarics themſelves of 
this kingdome of Chriſt,cannor,dare not deny, And out of theſe 
Principtcs doe iſſue chele Concluſic ne, 
1. Thar no ran is the builder of this ſp iritua!l houſe, 
2. Thitno man, nor power on earth hath a kingly power 
over this kingdome, .. 
''3. 'Thar no earthly Law-givers may give Lawes for the 
government of this Repubiick. 3ll 
4. That no man may claime or exerciie a heatſhip over this 
Body. | 
5 : That no man can, or ought to undertake the Government 
of this Communion of Sainte, /czem, That none are of this Gom- 
municn, but viſible Sain:s. Ergo, a true vifible Church of Chriſt 
cat:nor be defined, or confined to a parochiall mulcitude.,, 1tem, 
Thar, chat Government of this Communion, isnot extrinſceall, 
but irtrinſeca]}, by the Spirit of the Word, and by the Wordof 
he Split. PETS 4 
6. That men may not appoint, limit, conſtieure- what: Con» 
gregations of all ſo:ts they pleaſe, tobe Churches of Chriſt, as 
Nations and Pariſhes. | | 
Bac you confeſlt in geverall,Chriſt to be the Builderthe King, 
the Law-giver, the cad, the Governour, the Caller, the Ga» 
therer of his Chugche 1 ER IO 
If you doe, you wm approve of thoſe Churches you call 1n« 
deperd-nt, as whereof Chriſt is the onely Builder, King, Law-gi- 
ver, Head, Goverrour, Caller, and Gatherer. If you. doe not, 
in deny ing Chriſt intheſe rclations, you deny Chriſt in his abſo- 
lure Regalitie. 
Burt in your Anſwer to your Antiqueriſt, p.:g, 6. yon doe in 
rt grant Ckriſt to be Ring intern3lly in the ſoule; which, you 
ſay, mey paſſe for rolcyable, O brother ! No more bx t.may paſſe for 
tolerable ? You thit are fo l-rge-bearred to your yarss = you 
ſoſtrait-laced to Chrilt ? Sore? Brothers Chriſt is the f F and 
fot King, raigning in the beart and conſcignce ofevery arue bes 
. +2 STERN 
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ternall-over bis Churches. Brother, this is no lefſe Cheiſts king. 
ly Prerogative, then che former, Hee that is King over every 
part of the body, mult nc<ds. te King aver the whole body, It 
therefore Chriſt be' the only K.ngover every mans conſcience, 
ſo as no man, nor power onearth, may fit with him in this his 
Throne: then conſequently by the ſe t-fame realon, mult he by 
the Word of the kingdome, as che ovly Law therevt, exerciſe his 
kingly office over his Churches ; ſo as no humane power or law 
may intermeddl- to preſcribe ruies for tie governmeat,or forms 
of this ſpiritual] Houſe, and Kingdome, For otherwile, if man 
ſhould ſec up a form oc; Governm-nt over the Church of Chriſt, 
ro which all muſt cortorme ; chen of necellitie ſhuuld man b: 
Lord .over the coulcience, which is the highelt pceſumption 
againlt che moſt High. And then what miſchiets would follow ? 
W hat intolerable tyranoie over the conſcience? Tiycn muſt your 
=. wo:dsi4d,)cometo paſlle : If a moderated or regnlared Ep.ſcopacie 
# obe ſame with Prethyieria, ſhomld by the Synods advice, be unwnimuu [1 
&tablifbed- in Parliament, as muſt conſonant 10 the Sciipmres, ans 
moſt agrerable t6 the Civill Gouernment, 1 ſhall readily ſubmit unto 
it ty oppoſition, and mwby nut you, and Al; oikers ? SOyou. © 
Brother, Iſtand ainazed ! Buri goon, 
» + Then againe, the Scriprure,as ic ſets down: tae qualifications 
obrhe members of this body,ſo the forming of them jn che body 
inthe parts thercof, more priacipall, and. letle, ſuperiour and in- 
feriour, for order and well-being : As Paſtors and Teacbers, 
Teaching and Ruling, Elders, Helpes, Governments, Biſhips, and 
Deacour, or þy what other means ſvever they are diverſified in 
Scriptures And this is ong .uniforme furme of Govcroment, 
which Chriſt bath fix<d in hts Churches; wichoutany diff. rence 
avall, bur /comdum-magis c-wminw' (a> before) as leſſer Ciurches 
have fewer Office:s,:greater moe; So. as, brother, if the old 
Wine be better, old Presbycenuo, old wnlordly Epilcup icy, ſurely the 
Independents, do juſtly cnallienge'it 3; Which had you once truly 
faked of, you wonld neyer have dcfired to drink other, The 
Lord remove that aguilh tumor * Vex4tuu febre recyſ.e oprims, 
Your ſtcond Interrogatory is, about the. lawfull powe. -- 
| Civi 


= 


leevet.: It were intolrrab{e, not to grant chis in ics full latitude, 
Bur you abſolutely deny Chriſts ſole kingly Government, ex- 
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I Cor.i 2-28 d 
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Chatit-gbr crmment, wines 


Scriptures at large relate : nor yet to particular Congregations, who arg 
= Magiſtrates, nor bigher Powers, inveſted with Chriſts royall Au 
thoritte, 

So you, where you tell ns many ſtrange things, but proyeno« 
shing. Bur, brother, in ſuch a weighty ment as this, youp 
Amds in, will not ferve theturne : yea, you here overthrow thoſe 
Principles forementioned, That Chriſt is the onzly King, 1o the: 
onely Prieſt, the onely Prophet of his Chnrehy which his thro» 
offices are incommunicable to any creature, as they are proper 
and p=culiar onely to him ; Heisthe onely King, &c. Now to 
be ſolu, whrO- Iwarns , Theonely Potmtate, the Kang of Kings, and! 
Lord of Lords ; this is Chriſts Regall prerogative, whiſch is in 
communicable raany,or toall the powers on earth, Ir js ny 
lefſe incommunicable, then his omniporencie, his omniſciencs, 
his omnipreſence , and the reſt of his incommunicable Arcrt- 
bures; no lefſe then bis Mediatorſhip. Thoſe Patriarchs ansi 
Princes of Iſrael before the Law, and under the Law, from ef 
dam to Chriſt, never hadthis power or prerogative,to make Ec. 
clefiafticall Lawes, or binding Canons ; nonor yet-Afoſes , no+ 
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then ? Their Sactifice was of Gods own appointment: 


hadit from God,and his childreu from him. war ran ES. 


to Adam, Chriſt, ſo thoſe Sacrifices, rypes of Chriſt. Whence 
'the learned Interpreter Calvin faigh, Tenendant eff, &c: We are 


£ 


to beld, that the manner of ſacrificing ws not unadviſedly d: viſed by Calv. Cans 


them but delivered to them from God, For ſeeing the Apoſtle reſerres IF 
the dignity of Abel; ſacrifice, as attributed to fainkb follower, be offe in, 
red it not without Gods commandement, So 4s it could nat have ples- Fuſes | 


ſed God, bad it not been according to bis commandment. So Calvin, = ge « 


ox fonke chop halen NS, _— — 
offering; 7c, [ed tr 


| org prey. 2 air runs ang. dang Abels tum drvi 
_ __ eſpe. Though wenalnceef Alnebakes Gbok oo. 
ce read a difference of beaſts clean,&-unclean, _ Ze 
ebaato oye my ay mnery rng 24 _ 
| A) nine gy yr open 


| further 2ppea 
char edto do n jo Snehermars, Tp wad Charch-gover 
O44 wor 
J ordeng to the  ſhetved bizs mm 1he Mount 2g 
acl. And wheathe T emple wa jo ben God gurero Devi 1 Chryg 


all rþ icular,boch invwri- 11.12, 
- wg y his Spirit. for workin bur for the whole 1-151), 
oe nn, EE 
10 as es 1,08 a 
power togeviſe a other forme, then den er that 
xx keeping of the oxfoman ama > —_— 
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2 Had mefull pole, & | Fa 
p FEE fo to changethe forth of v thip as 

etir ? When that Abas (et up his Dama/cen ps was it 
of edges powerle d in himffomOod? So bforher Kings 
bad, they Had n6Jawfull power at ab £0 alter 
fri of 364, onefor. And ni on 
thatbeing a mah of much & tle 
arth, ou ſhould utcet ſuch ſtrange ching{(1e 4 po durins) 
as theſe are, and that ſb confid Y when You jcher doe, tor 
ever canbring the leaſt proofe, yea or colour of what you affirtn. 
And cherefore your x ries upon ſuch em mpty. premiſes, chat 
therefore under the Goſp#, Op ereopn nd equtty , it mu need: be- 
Chriſtian Princes, Magiſtrater, Þarliament1,to whom Chyiſt 
WS ahpoedbs Kingh Pets Th no conſequence. Whence I 
note two things: . Like r: ſo andeqity. Now in your pretni- 


{cy there is. neiche? reaſon nor equity, becauſe no truth in them, 

2, Chriſt hath not delega'cd bis Kingly office to any Princts, Mayi- 
ftrater, Par{),9ents, to fet op any form bf worſhip or Char on 

| os of theit Going, of conceiving , no more then hee 


d ro21},or aty of thoſt carerhays tn the Od Teſtament. 
k pt2y God give you a bereer undetſt fn. rhis of 
Chrift, and kd? forrow for che ake>en the cout» 
ell ofthis preat Xing : Bee wh 
mT e thi Kip. tha So of 
ug fot o on ney Ki 
Chorch (a3 e ) whom 
for _ GS, ; ar? Auer pd aur 
Pee Des This a pert of Chriſt s office, md) Priefity, & 
»rical, rofet up 2 government ; [4 ee havb not commmeni- 
2a the otber offizes th to Privees and and Porfienents : whereas Marry 
doth in all things regulate __ K; pſt by ia Po 
fice > And again, how. ne 
office ro Miniſters, bur only his Pri-fth and Þr = 
you make an Aſſembly of Miniſtcrs ws ReZor Chort ro be the 
leaders and | wu A wok of any ome. and char 
ily And denying fach to bee be of tld 
Le extiods them out the As Ins 
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| " Touching ths: x. Wes afume noe-the to gather 
Churches, but ſent of called £0: the Herd of tbe 
Kivgdorw, thereby thas called of God, come —— gathe- 
rdioco Churc-j PTS of IO 09s doe chaſe thar 


ac y n——_ comes ner "home: '©O whole 
Chil c and rarqpets their converters, doedeny Chrifts King- 
ly government; what kind of converts call you thee? Or at 
leaſt and bett they are converted but in party and chac- main ching 
wanting, to wit, Chriſts Kingly office They come up to by 'the 
preachiug thereof. who 26/19 1501 > 1 

Bot _ Miners _ Sn up _ government 
: ( 2 u a ) have thoſe Pariſhioners 
—_—_ Ce ets: __ ir acthe Gelthcmme from«herw,: 
wut 6: 0 Our Glee Vow and Coycnanc:4 us'not to any 
| thing that i is pczndicinll ro the amthority © worg,and the 


libertic of a good conſticnce, confidering howChurches are ga- 
thered out otal{ tbe world,not this , northat,nor this houſe 


* AA.1 


navthat, bur our af * every azdear God, and* oarof Lniet 


every houſe:theſansof &odtof* cvery Citie-dr Fown, 
all that freceivecbe Co called and garhere&coChi,” 


5. Concerning Chrittiaa libertyia joyning to Ce Cre Chyr- 
ches,2xin the ſame houſeiome toaffect ove, 'fome anocher : you 


know what CLAD» Lak rs, F8- 54,534 And it 18 

God thay gerboid pong A ome lll IISInn, 

And, brather, noy along, wxhexrreame 

4" - on \ Confuſion, Diftrattion able Conefetions, 
gun, Cows, $5. oe. Whac ar — 


chevery were ; 
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their Hierarchy, builtuponthe foundation! This 
well noted in the Harmony of Confeſuons, Sef.,13, C | 
Amuburg, Theſe Senator-like Declamations though they be very plax- 
ſible, and incenſe the minitey of many againſt is, yet they may be confu- 
red by moſt true and a 0096 arguments. Ag, All tbe Prophets 
and Apoſtles were true of cbe m_ and concerd of N ations 
14 people : yot were they conſtrain:d by the comm undenyent of God, 
to wanve 1gainſt the Devils kingdome , to preach beavenly defirine, 
to collefF-a Church #nto God, and the like. And, The true doRirine 
of God, and bu true worſpip , muſt needs be embraced and received ; 
and all errors, that tend to the diſhonor of God, muſt be abboryed and 
forſaken, thowgh all the world ſbowld break and fall down, And much 
morethere, 

6. Though weare fully per{wadedby Gods Word and Spi- 
rit. chatthis our way is Chriſts way'; yet wee neither doe , nor 
dare judge others to be reprobares, that walk not wich us in ic, 
bur we leave alljudgement to God, and heartilypray for-them : 
we our ſelves have been formerly ignorant :of =. therefore. wee 
pitie others, M71 22880 (ih 19 14g 

7. Where you obſe&, that under pretence bf Chriifian: libepy, 
whole Houſes, Pariſhes, Counties, may thus come. ts be divided mo 
ſeverall forme: of Chmrches, as ſome for the Preibyteriaily fome forrhe 
Hieraychicall , aud. ſo canſe Schiſme! andrines ; or at leaft ngz1vgid. 
ably ſubvert all angientbowndr of Þ ariſom, all fetied martenarce for 
the  Maniſtery by tyrcber, exc, Brother for Chriſtian libeir 0 
ſhall perfwade zhe conſcience, or who hach power over it, bur 
he that made it, even God, the onely Judge rhercof?. And for 
difference of mensjadgemenrs in.pointsof Religion, how: canic 
be aviDided ? Andyct irfollowesnorthatupon fuch. diff:rences 
ſhnald come ruineto a Stare, What ſerveth the Magiſtrate, and 
the lawes ofa civill Stare for, bur to keep thepeace Þ And as for 
—_ will you — m—_ ? = are:Pa- 
riſhes origi other mane, politicke, - and 
en Doe etty 
fo as it in < ively, ſhall bee a 
eerie 

O L r g? notcon.. . 
| greationef mangcllios.coutirac wxcouio me 
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What Charches chen / And us for Tithes : what Tithes, Tpray 
->> ny er Such as be faichfull. and painfuls Mins 
of Chriſt, he will certainly provide for them : as when hee 


* 


NR EI one 
6 J0u-any: Uh "Dg 6, 
bonrer is worthy of bu bire. And as for Maier: ozm_e by 
Tithes, I referre you to th: judgmentof;your learned brother 
Mr. Selden, And as for your Independent Miniſters, they plead 
no other maintenance then the New Teſtament hulds forth, yer 
notd.nying che Magiſtrate and State a power to 2ppoint main- 
tenance for the —_— ofche word, as is done ia New Eng- 
—_ _ for he faith of Ch ell of 
arge them, for having the faith of Chriſt inreſpett of perſing, 

2pif | <imirredrhe rich, ratherchen che a ho ad 
hope itisnot ſo with others; I am ſure , not ſo with me. And 
laſtly, for your marginall young Interrogatories : As, 

1. Of bow my members each Congregation? I am ſure your 
. Congregations admir neither avugmenration nor dir inution,buc 
according to.the capacitie of eyes y Pariſh, 

2. Within what precinfs ? Chriiſts Churches are not limited 
either to place or number. 

3. What ſet Stipends allowed ! Sufficient. more or l-ſſe. 

4. When and where Churches ſhould aſſemble ? For wen? at 
times convenient. For where ? Not neceſſpily in this or that 

lac?, | 

: 5. Who ſhall preſcribe extraordinary times of faſting, or thavks« 
giving to them upen juſt occ afooms 7 If the occafion be ihe Churches 
peculiar Intereſt, the Church agrees upun the time, Bur if ir be 
publick, concerning the Polirick body of the State, whereof we 
are native members, in whoſe weale or woe we ſympathize, ei- 
ther we keep dayes of our own appointment extraordinary, cr 
ifthe Civill State command and appoint aday, we refuſe not to 
obſerve it, © . 

6. Whe fpallreQifie their Church-Coveyants, Diſcipline Cenſarer, 
Government if erroneons, or njuft ? Firſt, Exch Church uſcth her 
- beſt meanes left her of Chriſt, within her ſelfe, Secondly, If need 

Thirdl F, If any 
C refuſech nog-rc 
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at are not members of Churches. And where - 
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Brothey Prynnc, you ſay you will pump out ozr thoughts 2 | 
tvlermes, 500 will te, pumpeomt'cyery-dro ud ops 


8 in 
- n*; But tay;brother,you are not yer o Magiſtrate, 2." Wee 
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hope you will nor take up ag+ine the Oath ex Officdoxo pump our 
a. ſecrets, And 3, Though I have for my part Tate very 
freely with ycu, as my brother, all along : yer give me leave to 
keep aReſerve, Donee ad T riarios redierit res, untill it comme to a 
dead lift, in caſe we (hgll be bronghe before * Princes and Ru- 
lers, to give an account of what we doe, or defire. And 4. you put 
us upon too unreaſonable atavke , to fatisfie you in all that we 
DOE, or DESIRE. Firſt make your particutar exceptiont, 
and demands for this, or that « end then we ſhall know the berter 
how to ſhape you an Anſwer, as you ſee we have here Yone. 
W har are all your books of Law: caſes, all the Volumes of the 
Cafaiſte,co the reſolution npon general grounds, of mcident mat- 
ters, which cou!d not be ruled ill chey happened? and yer the 
Government of St:tcs is one, and the dodrine of the Scriptme - 
in all generally neceſſary poynts eleare. And we defire you not 
wr nw much to grow upon us, when you fee we are ſo coming, 
and free, 


T he fourth Interrogatory. 


This is much like the nept before, For that was about Adini- 
ſtew: pow.r to gather Churches : this, concerning the peoples gone 
enuting themſclues in a Church, chooſing their Miniſter, etet neſted 
a Government, as they conceive moſt ſutable to the Scripture. And /o 
all manner of beretichs tay (et np Churobes, and all manner of bere« 
fies, ſets , be brought in. 2 ' 

I anſwer, ys b-fore. A Church is aCirie of God, ' which by 
her Charter becomes a Citie, heing called of God, and'by the - 
ſame Charter (the Scriprure) cht(ſerb her own Officers :and {ers 
up no oth. Ws what her Charter preſcribes, Tfany 
cther daec e, and doe pervert the Scriprure, ft ignottc 

_ Her liberties arena for 
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next axes after; The tie Churches liberties were no tree cau 

of fo many herefies ; no-more the) the Ehriſtians of old were the 
canſt ofthe calamicies of rhe Cirie or Empire of Remo, becauſe 
Nero > nets none Arey them, and as infuricaſly 
dealt veith chem. Nor may we eataway the priviledges of Chri- 
ffiats, becauſe others abuſe them. Yea; whether weaſc our pri- 


wiedges, or no, errours and her: fies will be, The Apofttes, and . 


Apoſtolick Churches, could neither keep, nor caſt them out ; as 
is ſhefed before. : ® 

' Bur brother, where you ſay , that if this liberty of ſetting up an 
Independent Church=government be admitted: then by the ſelfe-ſame 
reaſon, they muſt have a |kg libertie to elet, ereft what Civil forme of 
government they pleaſe : to ſet wp 4 new Independent Repzblick, King- 
dome, &c, By the ſelfe-ſame rexſon ? Sur. ly by no reg/on at all, 
Shew us a reaſix hereof, and take all, And you know, that Re- 
publicks, Kingdomes ace Independent , though not of Churches 
ele ing, ereing. Ttizunſatisfiable injury, and cxcreame irratio- 
nalicy thus to argue; for hath Chriſt givcn the Game command 


to his people, as ſuch who are not of this world, nor their King- 
dome,as he hath done to them in ſpiriruals which he commands 
them to pradtiſe whoſoever forbids? 2, They ſer up no forme, 
but take that which is preſcribed; which God hath not dune in 
civillgovernment, bur left ir free, x Pet, 2 Row: 13. 


The fifih Interrogatory, 


Herein yon makce a riſon between Presbyecriall and 
tride nds Churches ; Why hot that, as well tk ? And 
ifthts, why doe we not ſhew ſolid proofe of a? I anſwer : We 
deſire ro enjoy ours, without making comparifon with: yours, 
For proofe we have ſhewed fafficieric. 

| to a ſecond Quere; the anſwer is , not the Miniſter a- 
Jone,nvrthe Congregation alone,but both rogerher admir mem- 
- bers, and ſt up Chriſts Government, not their own. And how 
ever you make us a Conventicle, confifting of inconfiderable 

| ut members :-1 betreve, brother Prom, when you ſhall 
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Gach, as you are plealedto rerme us, for Natimall Parlia- 
ments, States, wee honour them wich whatſoever honour is due 
unto them, as Gods * Word commanderh us. And for a Natie- 
aa Conncel,, as this is, called to adviſe, not ro be perempco 
Judges inthe marrersof God over our conſciences, weederrat 
not their duc hogour coo, as they are pious, and learned men. 
2. Where you would have them havethe ſame power in a Parlia- 

ment and Synod,that they have ina Church,if they be members; 
icis an&yered, thara/l power is reſtrained to its own ſphere and 
placey ſo that we may have a greater power in another kind, and 
yernot that ; asno Parliamenr-man hath the power of a Maſte: 
of a family in the Parliament, though he have a greater. 


The fixth Interrogatory. 


This [nterrogatory hath ſundry branches : the anſwer wherc- 
untoteſpcaively, will intimate what they be. 
1. Wee ſay, as before, None of our Miniſters doe by any 


uſurped autborizze gather Churches, 

2. We cannot conceive, that any law of the Land is againſt 
the ſetting up of Chrifts kingdome in the hearts of his people 
and in thoſe Congregations called and garhered by the voyce 0 
his Word. Nor doth the Miniſtery of Chrifts word more in this, 
then it did by Fobs Baptiſt, Chriſt himſelfe, and his Apoſtles, 
when they called Chriſtian Congregations out of the Fewes Na- 
tional _—_— Even the = e _ _ _ Lawes gave 
way to ac ilts ki; ©, gathering 0 
Charches within ewes Pe rertzen, Cities. "0 
WI ForChurch-government, Covenant , wee have faid enough 

ore. 

4- C— a Nationall Church allo, we have ſpoke already 
in the former Anſwer, And [defire brevirie, and not to anſwer 
all your repetitions and aggravations, leſt I may navſeam wovere, 

5. It isone thing for a Stare to ſer up anew forme of Eccle- 
fi-ſticall Government, and another to pull downe the od, This 
they were bound unto by the Word of God : but not ſo that, f 
unlefſe it be the fame Church-government which Chriſt ſets” 

.. 4owneiohis Word; beſides which none other ought to b& ſeth)... 
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Laſtly, This Cnr #'gover | ron dal 
never be able! to, proye hath lg. xp pls Sr gonciteyous 
Interrogaty e211: 5T9Y 292 V . P? 185 1 T1277 (ir . 

The oenb dnt | - 

- This [nterrogatory i is abqur.che d:avid 
come members of Pr erbyteried C he 
| dent (un cher, TaoGver,1 Ds: Ce | 

_ whocanlctr chem? Yet ic fog hs rg cy to pte- 
' ſerveirſelfe, ahdallthe ncnbers.inunityof the body'; arid allo 
from whatſoever may be finfall;-1K ; If any ball repent, and fal 
back, Corey: Ire pat more free, Ry Bn & ar5as ; noe > Toh, 8. 46;) 
If ny for cotivenincy fake,or necella req Jojet: 
ole other Church doe you it unceanable, Galt 
acquaint the Charch wir th their fee ? And doe you not alfne 
of Letters of recommendation, whcn any-is to-paſle to other 
Churches? May RY 7hat0 and ſulpaciong.arile, and hearts: 
burnir gs between Churik1s 2. Do, Ttecmanber, whatdivie: 
ſtons x, ft flons bereolddganeummord Chun: 
ches of old? And, br Toe Rexgol Tj hs alog indove.? 
And wedeſire that nr dogg. fe wate Ms, a | 
wntoihem : as you objec, . You twit us againe, x Fopeling: he 
rich; moreſhew he youre, If ir be crye, 6. i33.cartfauly; i: angoght.” f k "Od YI, 
notlo to be: if aac eel, is yours, dnalwat ayes 
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| | rrrane Foy p phe take place in.you,. that we 
doe ir rather 4; "then'of Covttoiſdeſſe. oo har fo 
outo this r?Wepreach Chrift rotheParents, We p 
im no lefſe a King, then a Prieſt and Propher. . We yreach him 
the onely RK otiyConſrience, and the onely Law-giver and 
Governour'e ches; Weextiort them to ſetp this King 
in their hearts. exhort them ro becomeand profeſſe to 
thoſe Saints, of whomhbe is King: For hes * King of Saints, But, 
brother, they will not belceve us ; they will not depend upon 
Chriſt, as the onely Lawgivyer, and King over their conſciences, 
Now, what would you haves to doc in this caſe? Baprixe the 
Infants of ſuch Parents, as-will nor, in this reſpe&, protefſe, nor 
confc ſe Chriſt to be their King ? Why, doe you not know, that 
n? Infants have any title toBaptiſme, that are not within the 
Covenant viſibly? And how are they within the Co viſt- 
bly, butby vertae of cheir Parents faich outwardly profeſſed? 
And what outware profeffionof faith in the Parents, that refuſe 
Chriſt for theit onely =_ thatare aſhamed, or afraid, to pro- 
fefle to be.in covenant with Chrift, as their King 2? If therefore 
the Parents profetſe not; yea refuſe thus tobe jn viſible, Cove- 
nant, can the ehilften be{gid tobein viſible Covenant, and foro. 
have a right to Baptifite;' the externall ſtale of the Covenane ? 
Brother, hereisobex, a barre pur. bg Wb, 
If you fay, The child yall not beare the iniquitie of the father. 
True; but the Parents keep themſelves off from the covenanc 

by reteſmg Chrift7in piece the beleever hath right co the 
Coventnr ; and {6 the chil d'is withall kept off, For it is not now 
under the Goſpel, as it was from Abraham to Chrilt, The cove- 
nant was made with Abrahangand his feed, fo as by yertue here- 
of all the rmake Infants ofbeleeving Abraham were and vyght to 


% 


be circamciſed. Bur now wider the Goſpel; thoſe onely are ac- 
counted Abs abihny feed , who'profeſſe the faith of Abraham, 
which faith lboked upon @hriſt,/and embraceth whole Chriſt i 
all hivoffices, and profeſſe the ſame outwardly , Rom. r0.9, 10. 
So ay the'Govenant is entayled = dad ror din: now,and fo to 
r (4848.2. 39.) Ifthen the Parents by king 

þ Ring, asthe bs (Luk 19. 14. ret 
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_— theirchildren £004 andthis nat toberceovered im (the child, um 

till exther the Patent be reſtored, or the cnld coming intime to | 
.bcleeyeandto profefieithefaith of Chrift;doc hereby claimg his ] 

right De Covenention {oro Baptiſme, asbeing a* childe of *Rom.4.12,24 

Abrabaw, Let this for the preſent, why wedare nor bap- bn 

tize the children of thoſeParents, thar retuſe to profeſſe the faith | 

* - of Chriſt, astheironely King, as well zs their-ongly Prieſt and 

Prophet. For Chriſt divided, becomes no Chriſt to the divider. 

This is, according to the vu/gar Latin tranſlation, ( 1 Feb.4.3, ) 

Jolvere Feſum,rodifſolveJetns, thatis,to receive him only in parr, 

and not in whole. Which is the ſpirit of Amichrift, Befides, wil- 

ling diſobedience to any good order inaChurch,deprivesa man 

of the liberties of che Church :(for ſo be may nor ear of the pre. 
vender,that will notundergoe the yoake) Now this of a volumta- 

ry profeſſion to walk wich the Saints of fuch a place,according to 

Chriſt, is a thing fo juſt , as following the example of the old 
Church, who were in particular Covenant with God; 2. In the 
Newzthey profefied their givingchemielvesroGod,'2 Cor. 8.5, 
«1 - 3. All ſocieties require ſome promiſe of their members. If it be 

{ajid, we are members of the univerfall-Church by faith and re- ; 

penance : W : reply, 1. this faith muſftbe ſhewen by 'a voluntary WS. 

Br. our4elves eo Chriſt viſibly, atid chen- to: ſome Church of | 
is,if opportiunicie ſerve; for Chriſt will nothave his people ro 
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be w when they may have a fold; nor to be indivi- F-. 
daa vaga, when they may be reduced to order, ' 
The ninth Interrogatory, 


This I»eerragatory lays a charge upon Independents,for refuſing 
to admit to the Lords Supper ſuch as are not notoriouſly ſcandalons , wor 
grofſely ignorant, but pourra Se. which youſay, # a very 

aritable, arrogant, yea iſtdanprattiſe,contrary to brifts owe 
le in admitting Judas to the Lords Swpper; Alſo to that of | 

= Paxd, x Cor, 11, youcalling italſo 2 tranſcendent ſir awe of tyran- A 

| wicall nſiurpation over ſoxles and conſciences, and Gods Ordinanees, © J 

worſe then our moſt domineering Lordly Prelater, &e, yea Lording 0- 

ver Chriſt bimsſelfe, aud more then ever the Apoſtles did, but onely by 

their extr aer dinery i py {ML 424 
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fefſion-and converfation; namely;totheirfaichin Chriſt that't: WF 
© be ſloundintire, andiwhole, aod:namely, whether chey hoHd him | 

te.he as the onely Prophet and High Poiefi Fo theonely. Prince 
 ofhis People; the anely Lord, and:Liwgiver to every-thwns con- 
ſcience, andover every Congregatioh or Ghurch of Wis Saints. 
If chey thus acknowledge not Chriſts kingly office,as well'avhis 
other offices, we doe nat, :we dare not receivethem, And what 
: havethey zodowiththe fcates3:thatirefuſe by covenantto ewn 
FM. Chriſt for their King ®As hor F#dar; hereceived the ſ@þ, not the 
tupper ; for, after the ſop, be went out *immediately, ſaith Fohn, So 
as it appearcs, theother Evangelitts relate fome other paſſages 
$y by abyſteren_proteran, asis not-unuſiall-in: Seriptare tory. And 
5 none ofrbemaith, thathereccived the Supper. Andifuppole te 
did : the Churches Cenſure/had not yer paſt upon” him': onely 
Fohn by a {ecret figne knew he'was'to be thotraytar. For that of 
the Apoſtle, x Crr. 113 38; that waz-atrue Church, thoughnow 


a Yo T + 
R.. I. lohn 13.39, 


diſordered; andthe Apoſtle ror YO of their $uſed-ro 


themſclves, Thecaſe iSotherwiſchere, fb asalbyour'accunials- 
red calumniarions fall co ground. And concerning the/Apoſtles 
extraordinary calling ,jit we.wuſt expe the like: calling, we 
muſt not inthe meane time admir of anygeirher ro Baptiſme, or 
tothe Lords Supper; fi-ither ſhotild there be any-pathering of 
Chnreies at al; as ſome from hence oe parher! Befides, what 
ſhall che aythority begthat Lyther gatheredtche Thurches by, and 
thoſe that fol 'owedkhim 2 andwhatlawfull-gathering then haye 
the Retormed Churchead vn ik nw 
For your marginall natepf Moſer, David, Silomon, abint (e- 
ling Religim by Gods own d'reflian ; herein you come home to that 
I faid betore,alledgedagainft your unlimited law.But intH-2t you 
now reſtraineby thejrexample, all Church-geaverxment tothe Civil 
AHagifratery you mult make tc outby holding cloſe to the nite, 
thatis,T oſctile Religion by Godr awa direion,as you here eonfeſſe, 
and ngr tele}, erect? g forme, of Religion; and Chureb- government, 
jucb as they ſhall conceive ſutabe,c.-as before you told us. And 
Hoſes, David, Solonwwen,werealltypes of Chriſt, who put an end 
roall ſuch. And while you thereexclude-thePrieſts from 
A anything codog i Refwaying, miadvifing 2 V | 
LI 7 _ PT "4 . 


EF ITO "* | 6 VIATY '«. — 58 "IM 34 b 
might donothing; butaccording roGods preſcript law ; no more * © 
Ee Dans Solomon, And if the Priefl:(as you ſayYbad no 
raliay votes + then by this reckoning, what vores do you allow the 
embiz-men, in their mixr Commirrees with the members ot 
. Partfament,r mthe Aſſembly it ſelte?Reconcile thele 1 pray y6u. 
T be tenth Interrog tory, 

This Teterrogatory queſtions, or rather ( as all the reſt). con- 
clades, chat that Text (Mat.r8.15,16,47, )is not meant of any ' 
Ecclefiafticall cenſure, as of Excommunication, buc on?ly of Dy 
the civill Court of Jaſtics Brother, if you did {peake here as a "i 

4 . Divine, and not mecerly as a lawyer, you would not have,again& ” ara, 
1 rhe judgment of moſt learned Divines, ancient and modern, and ; — 
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not Pepiſts,&c. ſo intesprered this place. And what ſpeak I of gin the o- 
 Divines? The Textir (cle is irs own cleartit. Interprecer, For theriare ex» *,? 
it is immediatly add :d (v.1 8.)Verily 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever you nt \x 
ſhall bind onearth, ſhall be hound in heaven, and whatſoever you ſhall p 
looſe on carth, ſhall brelogſed in beaven, Which is withour contro- 's 
verfie ſpoken of Charchs cenfure; orot the power of the Keyrs-inn 
exercifing Church: difcipline j asthart'{CIHarrh, 16.1 9g. )is tpo- 
ken of doftrine , as the learned Caiviz well obſeryerth. So as 
this very context cleareth the former ro bee meant of: Church+ 
cenſur},as it way among the Jewes, You alledge onthe contrary, 
that learned Eawyer whom wee alt honour for hiz learning; 
Good brother, | could wiſh that all this zeale of yours againſt 
Independents, might notariſe from any jealoufie, as if Church- 
cenſures ſhould'prejudicare or trench upon . your: pleadings at 
the Barre of civilhjuſtice. Farre beEit,char we 1d bave or 
motionbeyoridour own Spheare. Content your ſelf with your 
own Orb, and we ſhall confine our ſelves to ours, I dare warrant 
you. Againgto what purpoſe do you urge rhis interpretatizn of 
this Textaguinſtus? Do not all the Presbyrerjans exponnd it ſo? 
And ifthis:Text, which is made the grear pillar of Presbyrerjan 
excommunication,be taken off, you leave no more rv a Claſſis 
then we, [cil. ro conſult and adviſe. And with this foor youhave 
daſhedallrhemilk you gave rhem. ; 
000124. 741 The eleventh:Imterrogatary, 
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they were Apoſtles infallibly guided by the boly Ghoſt but r ather as they 
dr $4 capsciiie, #8 Elders and chiefe members of it, 
Whereupon (producing your fix rea(ons for it)-you peremptoe 
rily conclude, that 1x pu wwaeniuble Seriptyre-ambarity for the 
lawfulneſſe, uſe of Parliaments, Conncels, Synods, under the Goſpel, 
pon all like neceſſary occaſions z, and for their power to determine con- 
eroverſies of Religion,to make Canons in things neceſſavy for the Chur- 
—_— and concernment, mangre all eyafions, excepriowit (of Inde- 
penaents) toeludeit, | 

Bur letus examine your fix reaſons,yhy the Apoſtles ſate not 


Mm ————— 
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a8 Apoſtles, bur as oxdinary Elders,&c, W here firſt, we lay this 
grouud tor the contrary, ſci. that they fate as Apoſtles, becauſe 
not ordinary Elders, as Elders,cav ſay , It ſeemed good to the boly 
Gboſ# and to 5, But the Apoltles, as Apoſtles, might fay ſo, be- 
cauſe in any dodtrinall point they badthe promiſe of the Spirit, 
to bee ledinto all truth, as upon whom the Church was to bee 
built, Eph. 2. 20, Secondly,if go== as ordinary Elders,then 


their decrees did no further bind, then as they mighc appeate to 
agree with Scripture; otherwiſe Elders, as Elders, may bind che 
conſcience, let the decree bee never ſo. wicked. Bat to your 
reaſons : Y Ga RISY ST hs 
Firft, For elſe (ſay you ) Pant ang bes les 
themſelves , might have ' decided that controperfid wn eb , 
without ſending to Feruſalew. Anſw, 1. By your favour, bro» 
ther, Barnabas was not (toſpeak properly ) an Apoſtlechough 
an Hpoſtolicall man, 2. They argued with thoſe Legalifts at An» 
rioch, ſufficiently to convince them; but they comming from 
Judea,and pretending the uſe of circumciſion, and Hoſes Law, 
ro be till in force in the Church at Jeruſalem, and the contro» 
verfie being berweentwogreat parties,the Chriſtian Jews, and 
Chriſtian Gentiles ; hereupon the Church at Antzech thought it 
requifite, for the fuller ſatisfa&ionto all parties, to ſend Paul 
ad B irnabas to the Apoſtles and Elders a jaodiues And 3. be» 
cauſe Pas! and Barnabas are thus ſent, doth it follow, that they 
were not ſufficient ( yea Pax/alone, as an Apoſtle infallibly gui- 
ded by the holy Ghoſt) to have decided the queſtion at Antioch 
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x Apoſtlcsand Church gt Ferufalem: here is a « exam le 
FI the aſe of communicff Churches, as indoubefull poo aye 
contulc one with anorher.' | 
2. E/{e(fay you) the Church at Antioch would have ſent to none, | 
to reſets their dowbrr, but to the' Apoſtles onely, andnet to the Eltters, | 
er;.In chat they ſentro the Elders alſo, it ſhewes there- ng 
thatone Church ſhould have to atother. 2, Thoſe Elders : 
were men endoyed with the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, 3. Though 
they hadnor infallibilicy, as the Apoſtles had, yet their affent co 
the determination,was a witneſſe- caring to cruth thereof, 
' » 3. Blſe(fayyon)Panl and Barnabas wonldbave pur the queſt. 
; on tad be Apoſtles onely,not tothe Elders and ('burch, as well to 
| them,verl.4, 5,6,” 
4 This iz anſwered inthe former. 
4- Eife the Apeſtler would not bave called aff the Elders and bre- | 
obeys 10, conſplg, v6, when themfelves might have done it alone, XL 
| wer : 1. Though the Apoſtles might havedone it alone, Fe 
Wo yetthey would nor, burcalled cogerhet the Elders and Brethren, 
b] yea, and the whole Church at Jeruſalem { yo 442 2-) hereby to 
"8 givea precedent to all Presbytets, or Elders of Churches, that- in 
caſcs of difference arifing; they cal! the whole Church cogerher, 
for aſſiſtance and counſel! therein. 3, In ſo doing, the Apoſtles 


dimigiſhednothing of that Judicial power andguthoricy which 
CT them fot deciding of controverſies, being infal- 


nided by tlie Ioly"Ghoſt, while'they thought it, nor; fit-ro 

doz fuch things inacorner:which concerned ihe whole Church, 
| 5+ Peter and Famdar(fay you) would not bave argued the caſe ſo 
largely,and provedit by Arguments aid Scriptures, as they did, one 
after notes Aur iurve pwemprovily refolnd 32 without diſpute, had 
they (ate-and determined it by their cxtiaordiviary infallible pomer , ; 
Tanſwer: This followes no more then the former. : For the 
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nining Pauls. Sermets 
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6. The finall reſolution {fay you) Letters and Canons of hut gy, 
nod, had - onely inthe Apoſiles names ad they pace Pye, 
their eApoſtolicall infallible antho ity, and not in the namerof thd'E[. 
der and bretbren 100. YA) | 

anſwer : There isas liitle reaſon-in this, as in all the reſt of 
your reaſons: for then by this reaſon ſundry of Pautr Bpiftfey, 
which were all diftatedby the holy Ghoſt,did not proceed from 
that infallibilizy of Spirit alone wherewith che Apoſilewas gui- 
ded, bec-uſe we hnd others,not Apcities, joyned with him. As 
(1 Cor. 1,1, )Pamnl, calied tobe an Apeſile of Feſwe Chriſt,and St ſhes? 
ncs a brother to the Church of God &e, And 2 Cor:1.1, Paul an 4: 
priftie of Feſus Chriſt and T imothy a brother, to the Church, ec; Krg 
Gal.t.t, Pant an Apritle, & c. and all thebretbren that are with me, 
to the Chburche; of Galtia,&c, So Pbil.1.1, Col. tar... 1 Theft; 1, 
Paul, and Syluanus,and Timorhewtotht Church, oc. "In lphich 
places, though there was bur one Apoſtle, guaded with infalli- 
bility of the ho!y Ghoſt co write the Scriprures, yer matiy bre. 
thrcn are joyn-d 19 the (aſuration of the Churches, and yer Pax! 


mply as a brother, 


as Apoſtle, did write thoſe Epiſtles, andnorf 
or fellow-fervant with chem of Jeſus Chriſt, / | 
brerhren (10 named ) accountedthe Pen-men ofthe $cripegre, as 
Pas of right is. Thus you ſee, brother, there-was no oy, 
thar either the Apoſtles names ſhould be put alone, becauſe they 
only were guided by the Seoks infallibjlity : or that che natnes 


of the Elders and Bretbren (hould nothepur, without +necelLary 
cor:cluſion deduced thence, that the Decree there was therefore” 
binding, as being the Decreeoof a Synod, and ſo excmplary for all Pa- 
liconents, Councels, Synods,to make the like bindirg Deovey, © © 
-Bur(goodbrother)for all your pun&yuall quotztions of that 
Scripture, youdoe norall this wbilerell y8:(which'\s the main 
of all )that wt.ich we findin tht 28, verſe of thari chapter IT- 
SEEMED - GOOD. TO. THE | HOLY. GHOST 
AND VS, TO LAY V.PON YOU-NO' GREA- 
TER BYRTHE N,THEN THESE NECESSARY. - 
THINGS. Nuw, brother, wc chalenge zautolhcy ns any -; 
P arliement Comngel!,8niod, everiince the Apofiler , that could*or © = 
can ſay thus AB MED GOOD, TO:THEHOLY 
MST ANA co: T AA & $5: OY of of vba ds E 
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make anid impoſe Canens to bind allmen #c OE 
this time,and we will obey, Buc if yon — — 4 | 
neverletany man prefſe npon us thar Seri ture,that Synnd, which 
hath no parallel in the whole world, and fo is no precedent a 
mw tor any C _— Synod, Parliaments, nw 
t me conclude with a paſſage of the lea 
—_— = grand _ Leer & EG ar —_ Cobolics 5 
ipture youalledge (AZ.15. ) ( as al . Deli! 
lates have uſually dune) od aedns f A Ge —— _ bertare Chri»® 
you doe, for humane authority in binding mens conſciences. To — 
which Chamierw thus anſwereth : that this conſequence bold; nots hibiia kite | 
Dwianon eadem fit axtboritas Apoftolorum, & reliquorum Ece'c fi ys Cgulne, 
Paftorum: Becanſe there 1s not the [ame amthoritie of the Apoſtles ” & ſuffocaro, © 
of other Paſtors of the Church, For with thoſe the Holy Ghf ; a Ulisaderarex> 
Seoduarty jeefinr: Gar whorebgpropenacded lid fm - waſtx- traordinEf} 
God. pr - "ar Paſtors have no ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtance raved des _ IJ 
rit: andtherefore their Decrees are not to be paralleld with th: Apo A illi pro =z 
_—_ bs a ſpecial difference in binding of the para fag Deo fi 
_ it ſelfe for witneſſe,and Godfor the onely ?udge : therefore whep i cher mage 
ath any th commanded of God, it muſt needs fd bound Whe SG oe —_ 
(inter cetera )is tobe noted, That God zz the onely Fudge and binder tents ck 
of the Conſcience. The great queſtion in controverkze at this day cus mulla exe 
_ Oh, Bat you will bereobjed, Thatalhough (asbefore F- ordinenriagy 
yr Prieſts)« Cowncel,or Synod,have not this authoriry to make far rnb 
and impoſe binding decrees, yet a Parliament hath ; and dat cohab 
wy —_—__ AT.ts Re =_— | 
nſw, Now traly,brother, b h our favour, thi lorumſ; a6 bs 
hold proportion,thatthat which you call a on a—— nib®.Procignd 
for bindin Decrecs) ſhould not qualifie a Synod of Divines ace dia 
with che like power, and yet tranſmit it oyer toa Parliament for Conte eh 
—_ authority over the eunſciences of a whole Nation : fure- I'* ſe reſt 
y that Apoſtolike Aﬀembly, or Church-meeting, was neithera habe Deg 
Parliament, nor Dier, nor Senate, nor any ſuch thing, that you h___— 
ſhould build any ſuch power of Parliaments upon it for the = —_ _@hay 
——_ binding 1Necrces over the conſciencesof! men. Therefore, — ; 
P . brother, be not fo peremptorybur take in your top-ſai] too 19" por 
ighto bear up againſt ſo ſtiffe a gale, both of Scripture and obſtringh 
Reaſon. But I come co your \” 2 fth and laſt Interrogatory. k 
The - 
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woud have thecivill Magiſtrate to ſuppreſſe, reſtrain, impriſen, 
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"1 The twelfth Interrog ator . | | 
This 1»terrogatery is concerning the Lowfal coercive power of Ci. 
vil Magiſtrates in ſuppreſſing Hereſies, &c. Or, ſetters wp of new 
forms of Eccleftiſticall Government, Cc, 
For anſwer hereunto, Wee do acknowledge and ſubmir unto 
the law full coercive power of civill Magiſtrates, ——_— 0 
the Scripture, Row. 13. Butbrother, however, you muſtdiltin- 
guiſh between mens conſciences and their praftices. The con- 
ſcieace fim;ly confidered in it ſelf, is for God, the Lord of the 
conſcience, aloneto judge, as before, But for a mans praftices, 
(of which alone, man can take cognizanceof) if they beagainſt 
any of Gods Commandments of the firſt, or {ſecond Table ; that 
a] pertains to the civill Magiſtrate to puniſh, who is for this cauſe 
called, C uſtor wirs:ſg, Tabule, T he keeper of both Tables : and 
therefore the Apoſtle faith, (Rom. 13.3, 4.) For Rwlers are not 
8 terrortogond WORKS, but to the evill. Wilt thou then nor b. 
afraid of the power? D O that wbich& good, and thou ſoalt have 
praiſe of the ſame : for hee u the Miniſter of God to thee for go'd , but 
if thou D O that which « evill,be afraid, for be beareth not the ſmiord 
:n vain; for hee us the Miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon bim that D OT H evill. Soas we ſechere, whar is tho ob- 
jet of Civill power, to wit; at7ions, good, or bad, Nor bare 
opinions, no: thoughts, not conſcience, but «ors, Andyo:r 
{elf ex.m;t5 the preaching of the Gotdel andtruth of God, from being j 
reſtrained by the civill Magiſtrate, But now brother, the time bark 
been, and ſomewhereis, and will be, thar the * erzth of God harl{ 
been with-holden in unrighteouſueſſe, and by the civill Magiſtrate 
puniſhed with death, being condemned far herefie. And you ſee | 
m theſe dayes, great diverſities of mens opinions and judge- 
ments : one judging thus, another ſo, you think my way erro- 
neous, and I may do as much for you, But dayon orT, D © that 
which is evill, in a&ually breaking of any of Gods command- 
m<nts, or any juſt lawes ofthe land? then we lic open tocourſe 
of civill juſtice; butſolong as weediffer only in opinion, which 
of us ſhall be puniſhedfirſ > or which of us is in the error > you 
writ- books, I write againſt them z yet ſ#b jarlice la ft, who ſhall 
be Judee 2 you? orl? ſure!yneither- Among other chings, you 
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commanly called Independent. 


confinegb.miſh the ſetters up of new forms of Ecclefiaſticall govern 
without lawful = A Ir mA be you nl nes me in the 
namber, But what if [prove that wluch you call anew forxs, to 
be the old forms : and the lawfu;l authority of (erting ir up, tobe 
of Chriſt ? Maſt I cherefore undergo all theſe your terrible cen- 
{ures, becauſe you ſo judge ? Whar it your judgement herein be 
altogether erroneous? Whit puniſhment then is due to him 
thit condemnes the innocent ? you may be a civili Judge one 
day; remember then, brother, rhart if I come before you, you 
meddlenor wich my conſcience, nor with mee for it. If I ſhall 
off-nd anv ef your juſt lawes. puniſh mee and ſpare not. Bur if 
you ſhou!d makea law like to chat of the Fewer, that who fo 
/ ſhall confeſſe Chriſt to be che Sun of God, and the only Law- 
giver, Lord, King,Governour over Conlciences, Churches, and 
not man, not Allemblies, not Councels,or Senates, though after 
wuch Faſting, Prayers, Diſputes, (as you ſay) I confefſe, [ ſhall 
be apt te tranſgrefle that law; but yet take you heed how you pu- 
niſh me for that trangreſſi--n, with an Exſe recidendum, or I wot 

nat what club-law. So <nds your Book, and ſo my Anſwer, 
of Now brother,yeu have fince publiſhed.a third Baok. partly in 
anſwer to your firſt Anſwerer,and partly touching M* Foh.Good- 
win, I leave the parties eg acquit themſelves; Only 
your ſtating the Queſtion in the concluſion of the Book, I could 
npt omit, Yau ſtaccir thus : Fhether a whale repreſentative burch 
ang Stategbath not as great,or greater Eccleſiaſtical Turiſdilttion over 
the wbole Realm & Churcheswith all the members,then any oug Indg- 
pendent Miniſter or Congregation cha'lenge rver their members, Rro- 
ther, I anſwer, if you can prove your Juriſdiftiongood, we will 
| eafily gra:\c ir tobe greater. Bur if the Jariſdicion of the Chur- 
ches you call Independent be good, as having Chriſt forthe fowy- 
der.and owner of it, as we have cleerly proved, then certainly, ir 
will prove he greater : For, magna eft veritas, & prevalet : for 
 Chriſts kingdome ſhall ſtindup, when all oppoſiteearthly king- 
| domes, like earthen veſſels, ſhall with his iron rod bedaſhedin 

pieces: This for the Clauſe. 

Another paſſage in the ſame Book, is touching my perſon 2 
where you ſay, That. none of us three-brethreu-Suffcrers, ſuff.red for 
ſing Biſbops legail authority,or any Ceremonies by ati of Parliamend 
eblifbed : Here brother , give me leave to an{res.for my lelts 
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A Vindication of rboſe ('burches,commonly, &e. 
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Firſt, for all manncr of Ceremonses of bumane ordin» ce, impoſed 


upon the conſcience in the worſhip of God,l openly,for the ſpace 


almoſt of a twclyemoneth, immediately before my troubles, 
preachedagain(t them, every Lords day, out of Col, 2. fromthe 
gb yerſe tothe end of the Chapter ; ſo as when 1 was ſummoneri 
incothe High Commiſſion Court, the Articles read againſt mee, 
were not only for my rwo Sermons, Nov. 5*, but allo for thoſ« 
orher Sermons againſt the Ceremonies : fo as this might _—_ 
to beone ingredient in my ccnſure in Star-Chambcr, and noleff: 
chena pillory matter. 

And concerning my oppoſing of Biſhops themſclves, nor onls 
theirextravagancies(for which I allo was cenſared,and ſuffered) 
you way remember one paflage in that Book, For God & the King, 
affixedto the information ; Were there a law in England, « one” 
among the Locrians,th.t who ſhonld come to propomnd anew law, bev 
ſhould com. with a rope about his neck ;, I would be the firſt my ſelf, 1» 
petitionthe Parliament, that the government of Biſhops might be abe 
liſhed, and another ſet up more agreeable to the Scripture, (althou 
I confefle, were I to make {uch a propoſition now, I ſhould a» 


.. muchalter my ſtyle as the condition ot this preſenc rime differs 
from char, I ſhould mount much higher.) And do you not think, 


brother,thar this helped co put the Hang-mans knife(though noi 
the halter ) ſocloſero thevery root of mine ears, that it opene«! 
the wider ſluces for che blood to ſtream out (with yours my dear 
Fellow-ſufferers ) to fill the Whores cup, and make herdrunk 
and (pue,and fall,and riſe up no more? Alchough rhe more car! - 
relous and (elf-wiſe,or diſcreet any of us( bur eſpeciallymy ſelf) 
then was,to avoid rhe fear of inen,or force of law, certainly nov, 
brother, icabates ſo much the more of the honour of that ſuffer + 
ing ; andrhe lefſe honour the more fame, But rake we the ſhame 
to our ſelves,and give weall the honour to whom it is due; and 
brother,wherein we then came ſhort, ler us now makeit up, by 
being zealous for our Chriſt, in labourirg roadvance the throne 
of his kingly governmentina)l our ſouls, and over all the Chur- 
ches of the Saints,and with thoſe four and twenty Elders,caſt on 
ſelvesand crowns before him that firtechon the xhrone, ſaying. 
Thou artworthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and bonour and power, fot 
evermore, Amen, And let this be our main contention, who 


... hall moſt honor Chriſt,and moſt love one another, Forewell, ll 
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